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CHARTER MEMBERS of Samothrace Club were all smiles as the club was officially es- 
tablished during impressive charter ceremonies at Tirey Memorial Union. 


ADVISORS TO SAMOTHRACE are Lucia Bolt, Linda Godfrey, Dr. Betty Blumberg, Mary 
Gibbs and Lavelda Hall. 
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STATE OFFICERS came to Terre Haute for the charter ceremony at Tirey Memorial 
Union. From left are Fam Kirkpatrick, corresponding secretary; Kathleen Ross, second 
vice-president and membership chairman; Helen Blaker, past president; Eula Lightfoot, 
Indiana State president, Business and Professiona! Women; Norma Brooks, state presi- 
dent-elect, and Dr. Alan C. Rankin, ISU president. 


AT THE TEA TABLE were Darlene Bruner, Coloma Miller, Jerry Branham, Frances Nutte: 
and Beverly Light, chairman of reception. 
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SPONSORING ORGANIZATION for Samothrace at ISU was the Terre Haute Business and 
Professional Women’s Club. Farticipating in the organizational groundwork were local 
BPW members, seated from left: Dr. Betty Blumberg; District 10 director; Beverly 
Light, Samothrace committee chairman, and Lucia Bolt, faculty sponsor. Standing 
from left are Lavelda Hall, Edythe Westerfield, club president; Mary Giffel and 
Mildred Rich. 

Samoth race, a new campus organization for women students, the first of its 
kind in Indiana and one of- the few in existence on college and university campuses, 
received its charter during ceremonies at ISU. 

Designed to encourage younn women to find their niche in the working worlc 
through enlightened decision-making and to help them learn of the available op- 
portunities while developing leadership skill and participating in community projects, 
the club was established through the efforts of the sponsoring organization, Terre 
Haute Business and Professional Women’s Club. 

Photos by House of Photography, except the one captioned ‘Sponsoring Organiza- 
tion,” by Chuck Strausburg. 


SAMOTHRACE OFFICERS are, seated: Luann Nixon, president; Maureen Primrose, vice- 


president, and Marilyn Davis, secretary. Standing are Wilhemina French, treasurer; 
Jane Licheniak, corresponding secretary, and Jo Ann Rasmussen, reporter. 


CHARTER PRESENTATION—Taking part were Luann Nixon. president of Samothrace; 
Norma Brooks, Indiana president-elect, and Dr. Alan C. Rankin, ISU president. 
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"NOONDAY REST,” an oif on canvas by American artist John E. Costigan, is the Art 
Object of the Week Sunday, November 4, through Saturday, Nduetaber.s10! at the 
Sheldon Swope Art Gallery. It depicts the rugged yet vitally creative quality of tradi- 
tional farm life. The time is noon and the day’s work has momentarily ceased. A 
Sturdy young farmer, silhouetted against distant hills, has unhitched the plow from 
his horse. With his little daughter curiously looking on, he stoops adoringly over his 
wife who, seated on a tree stump, suckles their young infant. The mother’s care for 
the tiny child held on her lap is echoed in the attention shown by the two goats 
in the left foreground as they gaze protectively at the young kid standing nearby. 
It is a peacefully relaxed scene, glorifying in simplicity and unpretentiousness, and in 
secular terms refniniscent of the traditional theme of the adoration of the Christ Child. 
_ . John E. Costigan was born in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1888. In 1906 he settled 
in New York City. During the first World War, he served with the U.S. armed forces 
abroad. Following his return to the United States he moved to a farm in Orangebura, 
New York, which remained his residence until his death in 1972. Costigan was a self 
taught but highly accomplished artist and dedicated himself to interpreting life on 
the American farm. He was a member of the National Academy and his paintinas and 
ee bites are included in most of the major museum collections throughout the United 
tates. 

“Noonday Rest’ was a 1954 gift to the Sheldon Swope Art Gallery from the 
artist. 
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SMILING TROFHY WINNERS—Winners in the municipal gòlf leaaue received their trophies at an awards 
luncheon at the Phoenix Country Club. From left Levon Garrison, tied for low ringer; Edie Godleskie, 
low gross and tied low ringer; Mrs. Leon m. Boos. first place; Mrs. Rcbert Oliphant, first place; Mrs. 
Jack Wetzel, most improved, and Mr. Donald Duguid, low net. 


ST. PATRICK'S FARENTS CLUB got the school year off to a good start. Greeting new members were, 
from left: Mrs. Richard Burns, secretary; Ralph Grutza. treasurer; Janet T. Johnston, vice-president, 
and Carl Holler. president, welcoming Tom and Muriel Dougherty and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Smith to 
their first meeting at the school. ‘ 
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FIVE GENERATIONS—Seated are Laura Wright, great-great-qrandmother; Edith Pavey, 
great-grandmother, holding baby Clayton Karl Kelley; standing are Michael E. Kelley, 
father, and Eugene Kelley, grandfather. The family is from Clinton. 
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Superba Built-In (KDS-17) 
The Superba is the most 


Fab hope 
KitchenAid Dishwasher 


held a whole day’s dishes 
for the average family. 
And they'll take big or 
ced-shaped items, too. The 
2positcn upper rack 
raises Jowers or tilts. 
Four adjustable dividers 
hold glasses or stemware 
securely or fold down 

for pots and pans. 


The Superba also has: 
es 
RINSE/HOLD 
SANICYCL! LIGHT SOIL 
FULL CYCLE PLATE WARM 


CANCEL/DRAIN 


Small-items basket 
Double-door automatic detergent dispenser 
agent dispenser 
lights 
Only” light 
Automatic rapid reset after shart cycles 


Monoblock timer for greater reliability 
Large silverware basket 


5-Year Motor Warranty 


FRAZIER Distributing. Company 


1818 Ohio 235-2469 


Whelesale—Retall 
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THE HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION counted Terre Haute mayor William J. Brighton, 
center, a special guest at a recent meeting. At left is Jim Spence, president, and at 
right, Charles Stevens, vice-president. 

Three plays geared especially for children are on the 1973-1974 schedule. Per- 
formances are in the Sycamore Playhouse at Dreiser Hall on the ISU campus. 

The shows are: “The Invention,”“—Nov. 2, 3, 4; “Circus in the Wind,”—Feb. 1, 
2, 3, and “Something Special,” March 9, 10, 11. 


TERRY RHODES (right), manager of the local branch of International Harvester Co., 
and Jack Chapman, center, Service Dept. Manager have been awarded the com- 
pany's “5-Star Award” for meritorious service performance. The presentation was 
made by Donald J. Michaels, (left) Branch Operations Service Manager, at the com- 
pany's Cincinnati Motor Truck Region. 
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Following ar 18 373 gramunl Ry Aiala F board! 
mittee meeting Wednesday night| memoers. il 
of the.Vigo County Coalition for| Another objective is to fiele] 
Our Schools. Reth Atyafer.ja slate of candidates for next| | 
presse Secretary for the group.| May's school board election | 
issued the following staement. |when terms of four members 
“T h e superintendent of are up. } 
schools and his staff have] Cotiom responded to thej 
asked for input from this com- | couticion” s statement late! 
munity. People have Spoken Thursday morning, saying that} 
at the school board meetings.|he has an ‘oper door policy 
Various committees from the at the Administration Building, | 
Coalition have met with the 667 Walnut St soon to move to; 


school administration  staff,!961 Lafayette Ave., and that: 
presenting criteria for an al- representatives of organiza- 
ternative elementary buildingjtions and individuals are always’ 
proposal.. - welcome to come for the same} | 
“We have demanded thatjintormation that’s available to i 
equa! quality education be pro-|US. | 
vided for every child in Vigo} “We encourage the public to! 
County, Instead of recognizing}#sk questions and make sug-! 
the consensus of this county ir gestions to the e 
opposition to his ‘bricks andl staff. 1" Cottom continued 
mortar’ approach to educa-| “Neither the administration| 
i tion, and instead of showing/Mor the board has received tne} 
good faith by engaging his jcriteria as referred to by ‘a 
8355.000 per year staff in pre-|Co#tition. We ask that they 
paring an acceptable alternate,Present the criteria with ac-| 
building plan, satisfactory to/©OMPm™aying building recom- 
parents and taxpayers, the/™endations.” he added. | 
suoarintendert has merely,, Ccttom continued that “con- 
‘hunted for ambiguous rationale! Tay to charges of a bricks 


l mortar approach, it is te 
to support his crash building|?0¢ MO ; is. 
program. be pointed out that the cumu 


lative building fund was re 
duced from $1.25 to 80 cents. 
This same cum fund will be 
reviewed at the July 23 board) 
meeting to establish the rate 


for the next three years.” 
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i “Our school administration 
employees in a $19 million 
dollars a year big business, the 
school corporatior, haye a com- 
mitment to all of us to stop 
misleading the citizens of Vigo 
County. 

! “Where is a detailed outlay 
of this school administration’s 
current building plans? Where; 
is the alternate” plan which this| 
county wants?” 

Tne coalition was organized] 
last April and since thea: has: 
engaged in dialogue, sometimes; 
heated, with VCSC Superintend- 
ent C. Kenneth Cottom and thei 
scheal board. i 

Tne coalition ` supports the! 
neighborhood school  concept.! 
wants the school corporation to, 
disciose long-range plana for: 
the school system and hopesi 
to gain more response and com-| 


munication with the senna! ady 
be Set 
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Mrs. Eleanor Perry “said Fri- Teleases. 


vizo cole. she was given SO ao sponse to reported confusion 
Scheels. she was given sole aue-among some Coalition members 


School Board Candidates- | 


VCCFOS President Answers | 


Ao ael Yige 


Critics About Endorsement - 


S MAY 4 1974 
- By LARRY GIBBS thority by the organization's 
Star. Staff Writer board of director to issue press 


Tr R i 
Dr. Dierdorf is one of fivej 
candidates seeking election toj 
ithe school board from District 
One, while Sutherland, who has 
|26 years of experience on local 
school boards, is a candidate for 
re-election from District Two. 
“While there have been: no 
¡meetings of the general mem- 
‘bership of the Vigo County Co-! 
alition for Qur_ Schools. nor | 
formal meetings of the board, 
jndividual contact. has been» 


that, as president of the| Her statement came m re- 


regarding Mrs. Perry's an-} 
‘nounced endorsement of Dr. 
Fred Dierdorf and John Suther- 
jland for election to the Vigo 
¿County School Corporation board 
lof trustees. 


Í Mrs. Perry publicly endorsed 
‘Dr. Dierdorf and Sutherland Fri- } 
¡day on behalf of the Coalition. 
e cen 
Responding to remarks that! 
‘the Coalition has not conducted | 
la formal meeting for several 
months, Mrs. Perry said a 
‘board of directors was appointed 
last year after it was determ- 
‘ined the organization was too} 
‘large to be totally effective ing 
‘its aims. 
| “The Vigo County Coalition? 
ifor Our Schools isa group: 
formed last spring in the wake! 
of the threatened closing of: 
j wany neighborhood schools.” 
Mrs. Perry explained. “As-the 
summer went by I was dele- 
gated by the board to work with 
Gus Sacopulos. attorney for the 
-tawsuit, to contact members for 
i ‘letters to the editor’, schooi 
tboard statements and meetings 
with schools officials to create 
‘pressure and keep in the public’s 
eye ‘the inadequacies of the 
school board and create a clim- 
ate favorable to the lawsuit.” 
Initiated hy some 1,800 plain- 
tiffs, the- class action lawsuit, 
filed against the VCSC success- 
fully prevented paglementatival 
of a plan to close several neigh- } 
borhood schools and blocked; 
a planned elementary building į 
program. $ 
Referring to the endorse- 
iments: of Dr. Dierdorf and: 
l Sutherland, Mrs. Perry said the’ 
{action was based on attendance į 
of Ccalition members at all pub- | 
slic meetings where school board 
candidates discussed their views | 
jand proposals. 
| “No private interviews were > 
lgiven the candidates and no 
{promises were made.” Mrs., 
| Perry said. “Those attending | 
EE meetings discussed their} 
jreactions with me and advised} 
sme cf statements made. News-| 


made. members’ opinions and: 
advice sought and conclusions ' 
drawn according to the policies 
voted in the genesal meetings |. 
and the formal board meeting of ; 7 
the Cealition, Mrs. Perry con- 3 
cluded. 


! 
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fments of the candidates were j 
Įcarefuliy analyzed by several 
of the officers of the Coalition; 
and myself. The result was the! 
fendorsements given Dr. Fred 


near 'Dierdorf and John Sutherland.” Ì 
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sensitivity to the true wishes of 
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E 7 tion did not present the suit. 
Endorsement Release Ao a memen te n 
i . A | its eo indeed laid se aoe 
i i = § “30 wo! i v vi 

is HS 5 se (Wo as Yos Sehd ol Boord, Sek | Ra ante KAE 
Representatives of the Vigo'a candidate endorsement was'corsing. sl i 

j j ti for teleased to the press Thursday; Another of the committee's $ It was- Coalition members} 

‘Qur_.Schoois have announced; morning. Two members of the’ members stated that although for the most part, who made: 

their endorsement of Fred Dier-: group confirm that no meeting she had talked with the other statements , at school board i 
dorf, M.D., and John Sutherlandjof the general membership. the |eommittee members about an mpetings. met p school nf | 
for election to the Vigo County executive board, or the officers endorsement. she had not heen | icials, and wrote letters to the, 


School Corporation board of; was made prior to the endorse-|toid that, an actual endorsement į aes media. 
trustees. : jmen. . was released and had not been; “Having listened to the can- f 

Although the news release was) Mrs. Perry provided The involved in any endorsement | Maares rory ae Ce lary 
made on behalf of the Coalition,, TRIBUNE with a list of names except on a personal basis. fre ee ie age 
Eleanor Perry, president of the for a five-member screening; Several of the screening com- embers nishe 0? 


hear that they sound so much! 


group, notes that the actual en-!committee that she said made'mittee members confirmed that + 


dorsement was made by a five-ithe endorsement. ino general meeting had bee n} i kee me poata Empar Pa 
member screening committee. | However, one member of that Called bg mne. Sn eed pa seeming arbitrary closing of i 
Several members of the Co- committee denied any participa-|— 1" tact. P | so many of our elementary! 


iti he had 
pene S A ee any | schools tast year. In fact. many; 
lr Ir f the group for the pasta Coalition members are digging’ 
oaa B 4 ik out old speeches and state- 
z è : niont ments in preparation for a: 

mber of the Coalitiony po : 
Eae board noted that “We f pa ni the old battles 
haven't heard of any meetings? | 5. 


alition expressed surprise when tion in the screening or en- 


this year. I haven’t heard of any f a aoe Distant (gr ing 
The culate tet Mrs Perry| Wayne Crockett, Art Camp-! 
eye Genet: 4 i | bell, Joe Benna, and Walter; 
“Tne Vigo County Coalition $ Lee aa y ‘ 
for Our Schools. a preinan Sutherland is opposed by 
organization formed last year. Mrs. Willa Mae Umphries in 
endorses Dr. Fred Dierdorf as} ¡District Two, 
the candidate for the board ofj Í Running unopposed in the 
trustees of. the Vigo County į jelection are Paul Benning. Jr.: 
School Corporation for the Har-! jard R. Brad Lawson. i 


rison Township District in the! 
“school board election next week. | 
Also endorsed by the Coalition « 
is Mr. John Sutherland, incum- ¥ 
bent candidate for school board i 
from the Fayette Township Dis- y 
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, on the board, up for election} 

k i On | May 7. ` | 

TMY 3 1974! | “On observing the perform- | 
Continued From Page One, | ance of a majority of the candı- 

dates at _meet-your-candidate’ 

Sessions, it was discav- | 

| triet. [ered that many’ cannot possi- | 


“Following the March 18 clos-, bly perform as individuals if 


| Ma elected to the se rd. | 
ing date for filing for candidacy! Rather they taal ee 


don caren board, the Coali-! equivocahly committed to parti. | 
am a vaio apo roughlysag and vested interest groups. | 
me. ATION | nvesti- “Last spring. a lawsuit wa: 
Sper of qualifications of all: filad against the e 
andidates for the four positions board members and adminis.} 
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The Vizo Coun tio r| We desire a lower teacner-pupil} 
Qur Schools announced Mondayiratio, more varied educational) 
ic will form a coalition slate for!curricula, and better recrea-) 
the May, 1974, election of four] tional opportunities for all chil-j 
members on the Vigo County!dren in the county. i bur wall 


bom 
E 
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School Corp. (VCSC) board of] buildings are important, but weji 
trustees. reject a ‘brick and mortar’ api] 
’ Mrs. Eleanor H. Perry, chair-l proach to education. Quality 
man of the coalition, said: education requires good teach- 
“As the election aporcaches,jers, good working conditions 
we will be evaluating the qual-i for teachers and students,j 
ifications of various individuals!strong library, guidance. health} 
who wisn to seek election totand counseling services. 
the school board.” Healthy student discipline is} 
- As she outtined official poli-) essential. but it must bej 
cies of the coalition group. Mrs.;achieved without regimentation: 
Perry said the pornon pou of students or teachers. 
“expect persons slated to bej “we support the neighbor-| 
committed to policies of the! hood ental concept. Seiji] 
coalition. ! „< fiy. we favor elementary attend- 
_Mrs. Perry said the coalttion| ance -districts:.of 509 students 
is a people’s organization con-| maximum. We feel that chil): 
sisting of interested taxpayers.idren develop best in small. 
citizens, parents and residents schools where they are person- 
of Vigo County. fally known by other students; 
| “We seek new directions in/teachers. and administrators: 
\the way decisions are made|We feel that enrollments in thel 
jabout elementary and secordarv|high schools” should be care)| 
education „dn our community,” | fully controlled. Small elemen; 
she said. “We are dismayed by|tary schools are a necessity in| 
the- drift of school policy and|the city as well as the county,; 
administration in recent years.|and are an. essential part ofi 
and hope to take-actions whiclrithe neighborhood spirit in ouri 
will benefit all boys and girls." jentire local community. Build-' 
. Some of the official policies of | ings which are inadequate: 
the- coalition include: `. ` should be improved or re}; 
f —Support for the seighbor-|placed.. School sites of. inade-} 
hood school concept. ` - -| quate, size should be expanded! 
—Support: for quality educa- where possible. We oppose ra}| 
tion =. with «lower. teacher-|cial. segregation in) schools of! 
pupa ration < Iw S im any aspect of. public“ life! 
—Effective long-range“ plan-;-There should be equal concern’ 
ping. - forsal children, regardless of. 
—Opposition to  exorbitant|netghborhond, race, color, creed | 
scheol expenses. or economic status. li 
Better communication be-t i 


tween. the school board’and thej © 
public, |. aE 
.—Free educational climate for 
teachers., 
Going into detail on policies | 
i of the coalition, Mrs. Perry 
said: | 
“We support quality- educa-! 
tion in the Vigo County schools.| 
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which encourages the fullesti 
possible participation by inter-! 
ested members of the pubkc. 
Board decisions should involve 
all school board members. and | 
the thinking of individual board 
members should be more fulivy 
expressed at the meetings. Be- 
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Continued From Page One. 


should flow from well corsidered d S. 
plans covering a period of years.| fore policies are establisned. 
Lonz range development ptans|the ‘board should consult the 
should cover all -aspects of! various interested groups in the 
quality education and should be| community. The essentials of 
informed by the thinkins of re-! established policies and plans 
searchers, educational special-| must be widsiy disseminated 
ists. and nationally renowned| through the news media. 
authorities. The plannin zj The coalition believes thej 
processes should involve Tepre j euu sacha) system of the county; 
sentatives of the various gtoups; Must become more responsi ve toj 
within the school and convmun-|its constituents, Mrs. Perry said. f 
ity, Local resources, such as| “The system must become| 
the Area Planning Departmentjreceptive to active involvement | 
and the ISU School of Education| by this entire community thus; 
ae eager to help, and can oftenjee racing ky aF account- 
o xpense ability,” she said. i 
ne ie a The coalition was formed at. 
of action advocated in the plansithe height of the controversy. 
should be clearly and honestly/over the school board’s intention; 
stated. Basic elements of school to close numerous neighborhood | 
plans can and should be phased schoots in the system. Later, a 


lina manner which is meaning-jlawsuit was filed which halted 
' 


ful to local citizens. Plans shouid|imvplementation of the board 


` be flexible, because the future is/POlicy pending a decision on tne 


always uncertain. However,|!@wsuit. | 
changes in plans should be! School board members whose; 
made. only with great care andjSeats will be up for election tn} 
deliberation.. Innovations in| May, 1974, include: Paul Haas. 
education, such as the open) Pete Farmer, Willim Liewellyn 
curriculum concept and the openj2d John Sutherland. al 
interior wall concept, can be The seats of Charlotte Cald-): 
good where they are property| Well, Dr. Iverson Bell and Jonn\' 
prepared, executed, and|Valle wort be up for election), 
evaluated. Aos . {until two years later. 
“We support a free educa- ls ee erm 
tional- climate for teachers. 
Teachers must be free to ex- 
press their personal views! 
about school policies without! 


| fear of reprisal, School princi-! 


pals, too, must be- free to rec- | 
ommend what they think is de-! 
sirabie- for their schools.! 
Threats „expressed and implied. 
or. teacher, intimidation,..bave | 
ne place in aur schools, 

“We oppose exorbitant school | 
expense. “Quality education isi 
expensive and we are willing), 
to make reasonable sacrifices. |! 
However, financial commit-! 
ments for new buildings and! 
programs: should be carefully; 
evaluated with an—-eye both to; 
expense items which figure in!) 
the school budget, and to hid-} 
den costs which are assumed! 
by other government agencies! 
or the taxpayers themselves.) 
Careful planning can help to; 
promote meaningful economy. || 
We oppose shortsighted econo- i 
mies which raise expense in! 
the lomg run. Money expended | 
should. always be directly re-i 
lated to the goals of quality’ 
education. 

“We,support better commun: 7 
cation between the school board ; 
amd the pubiic. School board | 
meetings snovid be held in al 
piace with adequate seating | 
and ventitation. in a manner | 
ey ao 


107) oA N 


paq qnd huno 


J3LVIN0¥%XD LON Od 


SsOmmunity Affairs File P 


Residents, 
reinstitute 
SC eening 


Soc: aisi 
mittee 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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More than 30 persons signed up 
for membership in School Election 
Citizens Organization, which con- 
ducted an organizational meeting 
Monday in the Vigo County Public 
Library. 

The group, resurrected after 20 
years, will screen and select a slate 
of Vigo County school board 
nominees, and actively work for 
their election. 

Three seats on the school board 
are up for election Nov. 6, including 
the expiring terms of John Valle, 
District 1 or Harrison Township; 
the late Iverson Bell, District 1, 
with the seat temporarily filled by 
Philip Raspberry; and retiring 
member Charlotte Caldwell, Dis- 
trict 3, which includes Otter Creek 
and Nevins townships. 

“I personally think the 
school-board election is much too 
cain to be left to chance,” said 
Caldwell, a 20-year school board 
member who herself was 
nominated by SECO years ago. She 
gave a brief history of the organiza- 
tion. 

One of the goals of SECO is to 
keep politics out of the school 

d, and keep the focus on 
children and education, Caldwell 
said. 

Members, after paying a $5 fee, 
approved a set of by-laws. 

embers also discussed the 
possibility of holding a 
‘meet-the-candidates” forum 
before selecting the slate of 
nominees. 

A selection committee will choose 
a slate of nominees after the 
closing of candidate filings Sept. 7. 

Rosemary Travis, who helped 
organize the SECO peeting, said 
that with the presidential election 
getting so much attention, “It’s 
very difficult to spark the 
enthusiasm of the voting public for 
something they deem at the bottom 
of the ticket.” : 

Questions were raised about the 
number of candidates to be 
nominated, with some saying that 
endorsement of more than three 
could split the public’s vote and get 
less-qualified candidates elected. 

A screening committee will be 
chosen at a later date to select 
nominees. 
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By MARGA ET HUI 
Star Staff Writer 

The fate of Vigo County School 
Corporation’s elementary art and 
music programs remain uncertain, 
but in an attempt to ease the school 
board’s pain in determining other 
areas where budget cutbacks can be 
made, the Coalition to Save Art and 
Music proposed seven recommenda- 
tions during a press conference Wed- 
nesday. 

These suggestions include two long- 
term and five immediate measures. 
According to Peter Parshall, 
spokesman for the coalition, the im- 
mediate measures, if implemented, 
could save VCSC up to $177,910, an 
amount more than the $150,000 that is 
expected to be saved by cutting six 
elementary music and three elemen- 
tary art teachers. 

Immediate measures the coalition 


suggested include consolidation of ° 


schools, payment of maintenance 
bills by the Cumulative Building 
Fund, reduction in administrative 
positions and replacement of study 
hall supervisors by hourly-waged 
persons. 

“If we can come up with a list of 
this sort, we urge the school board not 
to take an easy step and wipe out the 
art and music programs,’’ Parshall 
commented. 

After reading through the list, 
Charles Clark, VCSC administrative 
assistant, said “the suggestions are 
quite logical. We already are looking 
into, or will look into some of them.” 

Using a report by the Vigo County 
School Facilities Advisory Commit- 
tee (which recommended the replace- 
ment of six elementary schools with 
three consolidated facilities) as back- 


‘ground material, the coalition sug- 


gested the closing of Sarah Scott 
Junior High School and Greenwood 
School. 

“Sarah Scott’s utility bill for 1980 
alone was $40,000,’’ Parshall said. 
“Greenwood only has 165 students. It 
can be consolidated with no pro- 
blem.” 

Closing of these two schools will 
see a total saving of $60,000 to $80,000 
a year, Parshall said. ~ 

However, Ciark indicated that sav- 
ings may not be as great as expected 
because closing of schools means an 
increase in transportation costs. 
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Mus cy Art Programs 


“We have to be cautious in closing 
schools,’ Clark said. He also in- 
dicated that VCSC already had con- 
solidated three elementary schools in 
the past few years. For example, 
Hoosier Praire Elementary School 
replaced Pimento and the portable 
classrooms of Dixie Bee. 

In measures concerning main- 
tenance, the coalition suggested pay- 
ment of maintenance bills by the 
Cumuluative Building Fund instead of 
the General Fund. Also, the con- 
version of all schools to gas heating. 
and the installation of storm windows 
were proposed. 

“We have been working on energy 
saving plans,” Clark said. 

The -coalition also suggested the 
elimination of two administrative 
positions —vocational adult education 
director and music co-ordinator. 

“The vocational adult education 
director is not required after the 
establishment of the Covered Bridge 
Education District,” Parshall said. 

He added that the responsibilities 
of the present music co-ordinator and 
the music supervisor are 80 percent 
administrative work. Elminating 
music co-ordinator can save up to 
$21,830 a year. 

According to Parshall, North and 
South high schools’ study halls now 
require an equivalent of four full-time 
certified teachers. VCSC can save 
approximately $47,000 a year if ae 
supervisors are paid an hourly-wage 
of $4. 

The long-term measures suggested 
by the coalition are the establishment | 
of an early retirement program and a 
depository fund. 

“An early retirement program had 
netted the Valparaiso Community 
Schools more than $400,000 a year,” 
Parshall said. ‘“‘Because the Vigo 
County Schools have the second oldest 
teacher population in the state, such / 
a program would seem particularly | 
appropriate.” 

Clark commented, “‘Due to tremen- 
duous inflation, a number of our 
employees who had considered an. 
early retirement have dene” | 
Stay. 

VCSC will receive the finalized 1982 
budget in early January, and Supt. 
Dr. Harmon Baldwin will present an | 
overall staffing picture for 1982-83 | 
during a Jan. 13 school board meet- 
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Of PTA Will Meet 


Concern for all schools in the 
area, especially with regard to 
problems facing State and 
Schulte hizk schools, is expres- 
sed by ogficeras of the Yi 
County Council of Parent- 
Teachers Asacciations oe 
Weins day. 
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Vigo County Publle Library 


.Julia Harbaugh, second vice 


The meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 193 
S. 3rd St., is slated to develop 
plans for the coming. school 
year and set a fall conference 
of the West Central Region of 
the Indiana PTA for Terre 
Haute, according to VCCPTA | 


President Darrell E. Felling. 


Felling said the county coun- 
cil is hoping to promote new in- 
sight as to all aspevts of | 
providing quality education in 
Vigo County with special 
emphasis on the Vigo County 
School Corporation “Beard of 
Trustees pians for building and 
remodeling as well as the 
problems facing Schulte and 
State High Schvols. 

Officers presiding for the | 
year with Felling are James 
Casey, first vice president; 


president, Mrs. Paul Eller, 
secretary, and Robert Smith, 
treasurer. The meeting is open | 
to all officers and/or represen- | 
tatives of county and city PTA 

organizations so everyone's | 


‘ideas can be heard and to out- | 
‘line areas of concern to be in- | 
‘tegrated into policies and | 
, programs. | 


S Pa Age Parents’ 
roù Disc ) 
FundingW 


Group 


By BAR sen seen 


Star Staff Writer 

Members of the School A 
Parent Program committee 
met Wednesday to discuss ways 
and means of further-funding 
for the program which 
currently is financed almost 
entirely by Community 
Employment Training Act 
ICETA monies 

This funding. providing for 
services of Miss Michelle Smith 
as director and Geneva 
Simpson as receptionist. will 
expire June 30 Office space is 
provided rent-free by the Young 
Women’s Christian Association 
and office supplies. telephone 
service and general officer 
expenses have been funded 
from money from the Florence 
Crittehton Home board. 

Mrs. Eva Hopp. executive 
director of the YWCA and a 
committee member. said some 
discussions have taken place as 
lo the possibility of the program 
being funded through the 
YWCA. although no formal 
application has been made as 
i to United Way for such a 

an. 

Miss Smith said 
arrangements have been made 
for the committee to meet at 
1:30 p.m: Tuesday. April 13. at 
the Red. Cross building with 
Miss Marty Johnson of the Lilly 
Endowment to discuss the 
problem 

The program was initiated 
last April. as a pilot program. 
after many months of ground 
work and planning by a 


committee of representatives of * 


several community service 
organizations. Mrs. Margaret 
Peitebone. executive secretary 
for Region 7 Mental Health’and 
Mental Retardation Planning. 
was the chairman. 

At the time of the 
implementation of the program 
last year. Mrs. Pettebone 
pointed out that the program 
would offer “supportive 


services to young parental A | 


that they will be encourag 
continue education and | 
parenting skills and facts a É 
proper nutrition and health 
care. 


in fè 
apend 


that local 


parent with raay hri 
skilis and capacity ro eam a 
living 

During the past months. 
seminars have been provided 
for expectant parents so that 
the young mother would better 
understand proper pre-natal 
care. the birth process and care 
of the infant: There have also 
been seminars provided on 
effecitve parenting. child 
‘development and related 
matters, forthe parent or 
parents, ` 

It was the observation of Dr 
Ruth Runke. professor emeritus 
at Indiana State University in 


member of the Region 7 child 
menta! health committee and 
the schoo! age parent 
committee. that “once they 
come. to the seminars ‘of the 
School Age Parent Program) 
they are eager to learn.” 

There are currently six 
women attending the seminars 
for expectant mothers and eight 
young women in the weekly 


child development. Four 
individuals are in the 
counseling group and five tn the 
parent study group of the West 
Central Indiana Family 
Education Association group. 


childhood education who is a | 


seminar on infant care and | 
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HELPING SCHOOL AGE PARENTS — Members of the committee for the School Age Parent 
_ Program are pictured during a meeting Wednesday at the program office in the Young Wom- 
en's Christian Association to dicuss funding for the program. They are, ieit to right, seated, 

~ Mrs. Leah Ramer, Indiana State University school of Nursing faculty member; Geneva Simp- 
son, receptionist for the program, Miss Michelle Smith, director, and Mrs: Eva Hopp, executive 
director of the YWCA: standing, left to right, Mrs. Donna Newberry, clinical instructor at the 
ISU School of Nursing, and Dr. Ruth Runke, member of Region 7 child mental health com- 


- mittee. (Photo by Kadel) t S APR 11976 


æ —— æ + 


= 


—- 


organizations. 
membership © 


cross section of th 


s. Speaking dur- 
t press con- 


Vigo County Public Library 


weed 
her officers serving w 


Were pe- 


building, neari 


Community Affairs File 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


"0 oie 


HAUTE TAB, (40 \i4 


EDITOR'S MAIL 


hance of publication. All are subject to condensation or 


ee ee not assume responsibility, 


a 


ASS.” It is interesting to note that they 
no mention of how they are going to work 


S aS no surprise, as about all the names I have 
ed over the past several weeks supposedly or 
are peer to be anti-present school admin- 


; istration. 
i 5 Asa school ‘board member for 10 years, I can well re- 
member three citizens groups that were formed much the 
l same way just a few months ahead of the school board elec- 
| Hons, The next school board election will be May, 1972. 
| -o The last such organization was named SECO. Member 


i s ‘ship was open to all and was also $1.00. Many of the same 
i ‘yéasons were given as to why this organization was formed. 
But the real reason was the forming of a power group by 
‘vested interests for the sole purpose of naming their own 
school board. f 
As election campaigns are rather expensive, the $1.00 
membership fee did bring in thousands of dollars. But they 
were unsuccessful in getting the candidates they wanted so 
the money is still, after 5 years, unaccounted for. 
. As a board member who has predicted many things that 
-have come*f{o pass during my tenure on the board I would 
like to make another prediction at this time. I predict that 
“CLASS has been formed for the predominant reason of select 
-ing and electing their own school board. I sincerely hope my 
diction is wrong and that CLASS has been formed for the 
sonsygiven. Only time will tell. 


aM ’ tga: 


Sincerely, 
PAUL D. HAAS. 


he Signed. The Tribune does not necessarily agree” 


bune welcomes letters from readers. The briefer they are” 
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FERRE HAUTE TRIB. 
By MARY ANNE PIERCE 


Tribune Staff Writer 


The Citizens’ League for Ac- 
tive School Support (CLASS) 
will not become involved in the 
politics of the Board of Trustees 
of the Vigo, County; School, Cor- 
poration. = ; 

Speaking’ "before a public 
meeting Wednesday night, 
CLASS president David Arnold 
said: 

“It is not our intention to 
become involved. in school 
board politics, We are not 
going to present slates for 
the upcoming school board 
election. Our purpose is to 
be concerned with the func- 
tion of whomever is a member 
of the school board. only 
with respect to the education 
of the student.” 

Arnold and other members of 
CLASS were atestioned on their 
role in politics and elections 
during the public meeting held 
at the Graham Grain commu- 
nitv building. 

CLASS was incorporated as a 
non-profit organization in Sen- 
tember for the sole nurpose, 
according to Arnold, of function- 
ing as a continuing constructive 
force for the promotion of an 
educational system devoted to 
the social, intellectual and per- 


‘sonal well-being of the students 
‘of Vigo County. 


At Wednesday’s meeting, 


` members accepted comments 
‘from the audience relating to 


problem areas in the education- 


‘al system of the county. The 


problems will be given to study 
committees for further consid- 
eration and possible solution. 
Mrs, Faye Wycoff, a spokes- 
man for the Get Up and Go 
Chapter of Welfare Rights Or- 
ganization, asked if CLASS 
would be interested in the prob- 
lems of the ‘poor people. She 
was assured by Arnold that the 
group is concerned with the well- 


being of all children. Problems 


_ Continued on Page 5, Col. 3 


CLASS Plans Ż 


Continued From Page ‘One. 
= 


> + e 


she mentioned- included the cost 
of high school education for low- 
income families, the possibility 
‘lof instituting a program for po- 
'|tential high school dgopouts and 
[attention to those students whose 
‘education will end with high 
school. 

| Arnold agreed to meet with 
the WRO chapter Nov, 3 to dis- 
jcuss the problems further. u 

| The need to develop a total 
instructional program and par- 
ticularly change and expand the 
present scie _program — ae 
mentioned. DE, Donal. Conway’ 


CLASS repres 
with Kenneth 


es will meet 
. Uhlhorn. direc- 
e Univer: 
aching Center, to 
science programs 
secondary) 
is set for 


JOct. 17 +" 7:301 e me 
Other areas of 
of s upervision 


crowding, the lack 


|ricular activities and between| 
school and home, librarians and 


media specialists, s educa- 
tion funding, guida and coun- 
seling programs, ~ tenured 


and Conway are Max 
Bough, first vice-president; Car-; 
ol Gross, secon te-president, 


and Dale Findley, treasurer. 


on playgrounds, at extra-cur-|’ 
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By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Several Vigo County citizens 
who are forming what they call 
a ‘watchdog’ organization for 
local schools say they intend to 
file suit to stop an adopted 
redistricting plan for elemen- 
tary schools in Terre Haute and 
that they may file an injunction 
to block a proposed school 
building program. 
The watchdog group will be 
known as “Concerned Citizens 


tor Vigo County Schools, Inc.. 
according to Mrs. Sally Powell. 

Mrs. Powell, one of the main 
organizers of the group, says 
that the organization will retain 
an attorney. James Lewis of 
Terre Haute, and take legal ac- 
tion to stop redistricting. 

tn addition. she notes that 
those opposed to redistricting 
may also file suit to stop the 
current plan for the construc- 
tion of new elementary schools 
tn the city 

The controversial 
redistricting plan was approved 
by the Vigo County School Corp. 
board Wednesday night. The 
redistricting consists of two 


Assoc N Na 


parts—attendance boundary 
changes for this fall and boun- 
dary changes for the fall of 1978. 
Changes this fall are primari- 
ly being made to bring into 
balance minority enrollments 
at certain schools in order to 
comply with a civil rights con- 
sent agreement. The changes 
for 1978 are required because of 
the scheduled opening of three 
new elementaries at that time. 
Several schools would be 
closed under the plans and 
numerous attendance districts 
would be altered. The plan 
would require some additional 
busing and some students would 
be shifted to schools in non- 
contiguous districts in order to 
achieve minority balancing. 
Mrs. Poweil comments. 
“We're fighting to save 
neighborhood schools. We are 
for busing when necessary and 
we are for racial balancing, but 
we are also for neighborhood 
schools.” 
Mrs. Powell.is currently 
launching a fund raising drive to 


help pay legal fees and to help ` 


the Concerned Citizens for Vigo 
County Schools to incorporate. 


fae shh ae 
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School ‘Watchdog’ Group 
To Stop Proposed Redistricting 


A meeting of persons in- 
terested in the organization has 
been set for Monday, March 14. 
at 7:30 p.m. at the American 
Legion Krietenstein Post. 

“We will file a suit to stop 
these plans after we incor- 


porate. Mrs. Powell 
emphasizes. 
Lewis told The TRIBUNE he 


will be retained by the organiza- 
tion “to look into the legal pos- 
sibilities if the school board has 
erred in this plan.” 

He said that ‘appropriate 
lega 
action’ would be taken if neces- 
sary. 


Lewis added. however. that 
he has not seen the specific 
redistricting plan and he could 
not “speli out what legal 
challenge might be made.” 


Lewis emphasized that the 
suit would “not take on any sort 
of racial overtones—these peo- 


Forms 


ple are concerned about schoo) 
children—black and white ~ 

The attorney did say that it 
was “always possible that 
whatever we do may require an 
injunction against the new 
schools.” 

Information obtained by The 
TRIBUNE indicates that a slate 
ot school board candidates for 
the 1978 election might result 
from the movement in opposi- 


tion to the redistricting plans, z 
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By DAVID H. COX 
Star Staff Writer 
A group of persons who claim 
they're concerned about the 
educational future of Vigo 
County children announced late 
Monday a suit will be filed to 
block proposed elementary 
school redistricting scheduled 
to take place within the next 
two years in the Vigo County 
Schoo! Corporation 
John Gilmour, president, 
said Concerned_ Citizens _f¢ for 
Vigo-County Schools, Inc.. will 
file a sait within the next few 
weeks after attorney James 
Lewis has had time to study the 
case. Gilmour said the group 
will let its counsel decide what 
grounds on which to file. 


The new corporation met 
Monday at Krietenstein Ameri- 
can Legion Post to formulate 
plans for its future. Gilmour 
said the group will be charged 
with not only making an at- 
tempt to change redistricting 
plans, but to act as a watchdog 
on all future school corporation 
administrative proceedings. 
“We heard about a multitude of 
problems,” Gilmour said. “We 
want the school corporation to 
know this is not a one-time 
affair. We'll have a watchdog 
committee that will attend 


School B 


Challenged a 


schoot board meetings and 
question where questions need 
to be asked and criticize where 
criticism is needed.” 

Gilmour also said, ‘The first 
thing we'll be studying is build- 
ings and the lack of main- 
tenance in some buildings. An- 
other is the lack of playground 
equipment and why the PTO- 
PTA has to buy it instead of the 
school corporation.” 

In regards to redistricting, 
Gilmour said the group feels 
the same thing can be ac- 
complished without makihg 
elementary school students 
travel 35 or 40 blocks. 

At its most recent meeting, 
the VCSC board voted to close 
Cruft and Maple Avenue 
Schools and adjust 13 other 
districts after the current 
academic year. Other changes 
in 1978 would see three new 
elementary schools within the 
city and the closing of Deming, 
Collett, Thornton, Lange, Rea 
and Montrose Schools, along 
with several other changes in 
attendance boundaries. 

School officials contend 
changes must be made to comp- 


ly with a Civil Rights Consent | 
Agreement filed by the school | 


board in 1973. Penalty for fail- 
ure to comply could be for- 
feiture of all federal funds. 
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„School Boycott 
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A boycott y focal public schools is 
being planned for Wednesday, May 4, by 
the leaders of the Concerned Parents for 
Vigo County Schools. 

Judy Shuman, president of the Con- 
cerned Parents, told The TRIBUNE the 
boycott is to protest the school calendar 
that has been adopted by the Vigo 
County School Corp. board of trustees. 

Meanwhile, the Concerned Parents 
group has also called a press conference 
for early next week at its attorney’s 
office. 

The nature of the press conference 
has not been announced. Several weeks 
ago, however, the Concerned Parents 
said they were considering a law suit to 
block the planned elementary school 
redistricting for the community for the 
fall of 1977 and 1978. 

The school calendar has been a con- 
troversial issue for the past several 
weeks. Several months ago the school 
board adopted a calendar for the 1977-78 
year. However, some parents and teach- 
ers began protesting the schedule re- 
cently, claiming that school would begin 
too early under the plan. 

On Wednesday evening the school 
board adopted a revised calendar for the 
1977-78 year that calls for school to begin 
later (with pupil registration on Aug. 
30). The revision also reduces the Christ- 
mas vacation and sets the last day of 
school on May 31. 

The Concerned Parents group has 
proposed a calendar for next year with 
school beginning Sept. 6 and ending May 
27. Under the proposal vacation breaks 
would be minimal—the spring vacation, 
for example, would consist of one day 
(Good Friday). . 

Mrs. Shuman commented, “I under- 
stand that the school board thinks it has 
compromised (with the revised calendar 
that was adopted Wednesday). But our 
proposal is the one that parents say they 
want.” 
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they would take legal action, if neces- 
sary, to block the board-approved re- 
districting for elementary schools in the 
city. 

The redistricting was adopted by the 
school board in order to meet the re- 
quirements of a Civil Rights Consent 
Agreement and in order to adjust bound- 
aries for the opening of three new 
elementary schools in the fall of 1978. 


“The board doesn’t pay any attention | 
to our petitions and phone calls, so they i 


have left us no other alternative,” she 
stated. 

Charles Clark, VCSC administrative 
assistant, told The TRIBUNE that the 
school corporation would expect stu- 
dents to be in attendance next Wednes- 
day. 

He noted, “There would not necessar- 
ily be any punitive action toward the 
parents or students, but we are going to 
enforce the state compulsory attendance 
laws, as we always try to.” 

The press conference to be conducted 
by the Concerned Parents next week will 
be held in the office of James Lewis, 
local attorney. 

Lewis has been working with the 
Concerned Parents for several weeks. 


Spokesmen from the Concerned Parents — 


organization have stated recently that 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
A class action suit against the elemen- 
tary school redistricting plan of the Vigo 
County School Corporation was filed in 
the Vigo Circuit Court Tuesday morning 
on behalf of the-Concerned.Citizens for 
Vigo County Schools, Inc. and the As- 


sociation of Citizens and of Taxpayers of 


Vigo County, Ind. 

A request for a temporary restraining 
order was also filed with Circuit Court 
Judge Hugh McQuillan in order to block 
any immediate action of the school 
corporation toward that plan. 

The Vigo County Stool Corporation 
Board of Trustees was scheduled to 
award contracts for construction of 
three new schools provided in the re- 
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districting plan in a special meeting 
Wednesday night. If Judge McQuillan 
grants the restraining order, the award- 
ing of the contracts will be delayed at 
least 10 days. 

James Lewis, attorney for the Con- 
cerned Citizens for Vigo County Schools, 
Inc., reported a permanent injunction 
against further action toward im- 
plementation of the plan could later be 
filed. 

The complaint was filed against Har- 
mon A. Baldwin, VCSC superintendent, 


and the seven school trustees. 
According to the complaint filed in 

Vigo Circuit Court,-the superintendent 

and school board have embarked on a 


program for closing and/or have under ` 


consideration the closing of Collett, 
Cruft, Montrose, Maple Avenue, Lang, 
Deming, Rea, Davis Park, Thornton, 
Greenwood and Fuqua schools and con- 
solidating of Sugar Grove, Warren and 
Pimento schools. 


The lawsuit contends the closing of 
the neighborhood schools “is unneces- 
sary because they are of sounder con- 
struction than most of the schools more 
recently constructed in the county, are 
serviceable for many years to come, and 
are less of a fire hazard than many of 
the’more recent schools constructed in 
the county, and such repairs as needed 
to be made on these schools can be made 
at a fraction of the cost of building a new 
school.” 

The complaint stated school children. 
under the proposed plan, may have to be 
bused five or more miles or may have to 
walk up to 55 blocks to school, requiring 
them to leave before daylight during 
winter months. 

Present at the news conference an- 
nouncing the filing of the class action 
were Mrs. Sally Powell and Mrs. Pat 
Phillips, members of the Concerned 
Parents group. 

Mrs. Powell said that “the expen- 
diture of some $10 million for the 
purpose of destroying neighborhood 
schools when they could be saved for a 
fraction (of that), is simply more than 
the people of this county will stand for.” 


“As the voters of Vigo County will 
remember, this school board won their 
seats by campaign promise(s) to pre- 
serve, protect and defend the neighbor- 
hood schools,” Mrs. Phillips said. 

The current school board conducted 
numerous public hearings prior to adopt- 
ing its current elementary building pro- 
gram. 

Public. meetings were also conducted 
concerning the elementary redistricting 
proposals. 

School officials report that the re- 
districting was necessary in order to 
comply with a Civil Rights Consent 
Agreement accepted by a previous 
board. 

District changes were also made to 
accommodate the scheduled opening of 
the three new city elementary schools in 
the fall of 1978. 
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By E RUSSELL : 
Star Staff Writer 


Spokesmen for the Vigo County School 
Corporation and the Concerned Citizens 
for Vigo County Schools, inc., ex- 

ged verbal blows-on the eve of a 
judicial decision that could silénce one 
of the groups. 

Superintendent Harmon A. Baldwin 
and attorney James A. Lewis held 
seperate news conferences Thursday, 
less than 36 hours before Vigo Circuit 
Court Judge Hugh D. McQuillan would 
announce his decision in the matter. The 
Concerned Citizens group had obtained a 
temporary injunction prohibiting the 
awarding of contracts for the building of 
three new elementary schools by the 
school board. 

McQuillan’s decision will result in 
either the case being dismissed or a 
continuance, in the event of which a 
permanent injunction prohibiting the 
construction could be sought. 

In a 9:30 a.m. news -conference, 
Baldwin accused the citizens’ group of 
making false statements and resorting 
to “fear tactic’, and appealed to the 
news media to help inform Vigo County 
residents of the facts. 

The superintendent’s statement reads 
in part: 


€) ~ sch voi Be & - Con Cate cA, 

/ “Reliable sources have informed me 
that at least one person associated 
directly with the ‘Concerned Citizens 
Group’ and some of her friends and 
associates have been canvassing certain 
residential areas of Terre Haute to 
obtain signatures on affidavits andr peti- 
tions protesting the construction of new 
schools 


“My sources have informed me that 
these people are making statements to 
the householders when they visit them 
which are blatantly false. They are 
noting that homes will be taken and 
streets will be closed to vehicular traf- 
fic, if the School Board is allowed to 
proceed with its building plans. 


“All proposed sites have been ap- 
proved by the State of Indiana, and the 
plans and specifications for the schools 
have been approved by all state agen- 
cies. The only remaining question to be 
resolved other than the lifting of the 
Temporary Restraining Order is the 
closing of 5th Street between Peyton 
Street and Maple Avenue. The Board 
does not plan to purchase anymore 
property or to petition to close anymore 
streets.” 

(Quotes, capitalization, and emphasis 
are Baldwin’s, not The Stars.) 

Six hours after Baldwin’s conference 


QA a2 for wp Ca Schools 
began, lewis had gathered the media 
again to present his rebuttal. He stated: 

“At no time and under no circum- 
stances was any person misled in sign- 
ing an affidavit. The confusion was 
created by one of the school 
corporation’s own witnesses Friday in 
Vigo Circuit Court. 

“Under cross-examination, Mr. 
Brown of E.I. Brown was asked if the 
new Deming school site conformed to 
state law in terms of acreage—was 
there enough land? He answered, ‘No, 
they intend to purchase additional land.” 
He was then coached by Dr. Baldwin, 
‘No, we received a waiver on that.’ 

“This naturally caused people in the 
Deming schoo! area to be apprehensive 
about the future of their property and 
many people have asked our members 
whether or not their homes would be 
purchased. This is now being used as a 
matter of tactic by the Vigo County 
School Corporation. 

“The fact of the matter is, more than 
1,000 citizens have filed their affidavit in 
Vigo Circuit Court opposing this project. 
These affidavits were gathered by six 
workers in only four days time. The 
school corporation is desperately look- 
ing for some way to discredit this fact. 

“There is simply no need to mislead 
any affiant,”’ Lewis concluded. 
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, -By COLLEEN SIMS, 
CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writers 
Vigo Circuit Court Judge Hugh Mc- 
Quiilan began a hearing Friday morning 
to consider the merits of a class action 
suit against the local school system’s 
elementary school redistricting plan. 
The hearing began at 9 a.m. and was 
to continue unti! 2 p.m. The case will 
then continue on Monday, May 9, at 8:30 
am. 
McQuillan was to determine if the 


'- -case should be continued or dismissed on 


the grounds of the complaint filed. 
If the case should be continued, a 
permanent injunction could be filed to 


block further action by the V Eee 
SchoelGerp. board on the ints ementa- 


tion Of the plan until legal ayes is 
completed. 

During the early stages of the Friday 
morning hearing, McQuillan ruled out 
certain portions of the class action, 
noted that one section needed to be made 
more specific and ruled that another 
part of the suit had alreadv been decided 
by an order of the Indiana Civil Rights 
Commission. 

The judge likened the session to a 
public pre-trial hearing, with VCSC At- 
torney James O McDonald assuming 
the burden of making a case for each 
point the judge had not eliminated. 

McQuillan advised that he had 
eliminated certain portions of the suit 
because they were ‘clearly’ policy mat- 
ters (of the school board), and therefore 
areas where he should make no de- 
cisions. 

The Concerned Parents for Vigo Coun- 
ty Schools, Inc., and (the) Association of 
Citizens and of Taxpayers of Vigo Coun- 
ty, Ind., filed the class action Tuesday 
against the redistricting plan, naming 
VCSC Supt Hermon A Baldwin and the 
seven members of the school system's 
board of trustees. 

Baldwin testified at length during the 
Friday morning hearing. He was ques- 
tioned concerning all points that Mc- 
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Qufllan had a R from th 
class action. 

The superintendent was specifically 
questioned about the redistricting plan, 
the school bniiding plan, transportaion 
policies of the school system, the school 
calendar and other items concerning 
neighborhood schools. 

A temporary restraining order was 
approved by McQuillan on Wednesday to 


block any further action toward the . 


implementation of the plan. 

The board had been scheduled to sign 
contracts for the construction of three 
new city schools on Wednesday night, 
but instead only tentatively awarded the 
contracts. 

The redistricting plan is closely tied 


= to the planned construction of the new 


schools. 
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The class action suit Haal oh that the 
closing of certain schoois in the city as 
part of the redistricting plan ‘‘is unnec- 
essary because they (the older schools) 
are of sounder construction than most of 
the schools more recently constructed in 
the county, are ‘serviceable for many 
years to come and are less of a fire 
hazard than many of the more recent 
Schools constructed in the county, and 


‘such repairs as needed to be made on 


these schools can be made at a f raction 


_ Of the cost of building a new school.” 


Serving as attorney for the plaintiffs 
in the class action is James eal Terre 
Haute. +- ~« 

Key members of the Eoneeknet Pa- 


. rents group include Airs. Sally Powell, 


Mrs. Pat Phillips and‘ Mrs. Judy 
Shuman. 
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Editor's Note: Vigo Circuit Court Judge Hugh D. McQuillan 
Friday dismissed a class action suit which attempted to 
block construction of three new elementary schools by the 


Vigo County School Corporation. Following is a text of 
MeQuillan’s statement 


“‘Absenting grave error, fraud, misfeasance, 
malfeasance, or utter contempt for the general welfare and 
the good faith actions of preceding boards, controlled by 
other persons, this Court will not overturn policies set forth 
for the acts and contracts entered into by the non-politically 
elected Board of the Vigo County School Corporation, 
especially when those policies coincide with the rules and 
policies of the Department of Public Instruction of the State 
of Indiana and other rule making bodies of the State of 
Indiana and of these United States. 

“It has been shown by uncontradicted evidence that the 
Board, through its Administrators, has made adequate and 
extensive studies of its buildings, the pupil population and its 
geographic trends, and other long range studies. 

“If the general population doesn’t like the policies of this 
School Board they should overturn these policy makers by 
the elective process as it should overturn its legislators if 
they are dissatisfied with legislative policies. Policy change 
is neither the prerogative of this Court nor within the scope 
of its jurisdiction, again absenting mistake or wrong doing. 

“Those dissenting to policy changes based on maintaining 
integration must realize that neighborhoods change econom- 
ically ‘and socially for a variety of reasons and policies must 
keep pace with such changes. It must be realized that when 
changes are made some persons will be dissatisfied, and 
also, some persons will be dissatisfied when changes are not 
made. 

“We must realize that we live in a time when our 
population is increasingly fluid, shifting rapidly with an 
influx of certain industries or the loss to a community of 
industries and changes in the nature of employment require- 
ments. 

“The needs of education. the public demand for the new 
and the discarding of the archaic, the shifting of pupil 
poputations and the absolute requirement that our communi- 
ty be integrated as the law of the land requires, demand that 
the general public watchdog the school policy makers and 
administrators to see that they carry out the will of the 
general public. All persons within the school system can not 
always be absolutely satisfied with their individual lot. The 
most good for the most people, keeping foremost in mind the 
welfare of the children. will always be the ultimate criteria 
of this Court. 

“The Petition for the Preliminary Injunction has been 
denied and the Temporary Injunction dissolved. This means 
to me that the Vigo County School Corporation can continue 
their move forward in Phase I. I have been advised that 
contracts were signed last week after the Temporary 
Injunction was granted and that was done with my approval 
a8 a convenience to the schoo! board and other contracting 
parties. 

"I am in agreement with the Concerned Citizens’ position 
on the distance some elementary students must walk to 
school and I am retaining jurisdiction plan relative to the 
distance some children must walk to school in these new 
echool districts for my approval. I will suggest a busing 
policy with criteria which I believe will satisfy most of the 
people involved. These criteria for distance, safety, rou 
through potential high crime areas and potentially dang 
ous industrial areas would be, I believe, more satisfactory 
to our schoo! patrons than they area are now.” 
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Members of the Concerned 
Citizens for Vigo County 
Schools, Inc., report, although 
thë organization’ s legal action 
against the current phase of the 
Vigo County School 
Corporation’s redistricting and 
building program concluded 
last Friday in court, “the fight 
to save the neighborhood 
schools has not ended.” 

They state they will continue 
their efforts to try to influence 
the future plans of the school 
corporation. 

Action was discontinued on a 
class action suit filed against 
Dr: Harmon O. Baldwin, Vigo 
County School Corp. super- 
intendent, and the seven school 
board members by the Con- 
cerned Citizens for Vigo County 
Schools, Inc., when Vigo Circuit 
Court Judge Hugh McQuillan 
last Friday would not issue a 
permanent injunction against 
the corporation’s current build- 
ing program and ordered the 
Concerned Citizens’ organiza- 
tion to supply a $750,000 bond if 
planning further legal action. 

After Judge McQuillan an- 
nounced his decision, James 
Lewis, attorney for the Con- 
cerned Citizens, indicated 
future action by the organiza- 
tion was not financially 
feasible. 

Officers and board members 
of the organization met Monday 
night to review the recent de- 
velonments 

A meeting for the entire 
membership has been sched- 
uled for 7:30 p.m. Monday at 
the V.F.W. Post, 314% S. 13th St. 

A statement released from 
the meeting of officers and 
board members Monday stated 
the members were “grateful” 
for Judge McQuillan’s stipu- 
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lation in his ruling Friday that 
he would retain jurisdiction 
over the transporatation plan of 
the corporation so the ‘‘chil- 
dren will not have to walk long 
distances to school through 
high crime rate ares, hazardous 
areas or industrial areas.” 
Although two of the four 
school board members elected 
on the neighborhood school 
platform stated in The TRIB- 
UNE Sunday that they feel they 
have continued the neighbor- 
hood school idea in the school 
board’s action, the Concerned 
Citizens claim they have not. 
The prepared statement of 
the Concerned Citizens asked, 
“If the school board feels so 
confident they are retaining all 
elements of neighborhood 
schools, how could six people 
gather over 1,000 signed af- 
fidavits disagreeing on the 
board’s concept in four days?” 
The officers and board mem- 
bers said, in the statement, that 
many citizens did not know the 
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purpose of the hearings con- 
ducted on redistricting until 
they received notices that some 
schools were to be closed after 
the hearings had, been con- 
ducted. 

They < said, too, that the 
school board did not answer 
some of the parents who asked 
if more buses would be pro- 
vided for the children with the 
new plan. 

The statement concluded, 
“How can the schoo! board feel 
the education of our children 
will be improved by larger 
schools and: going a greater 
distance to school?” 

Officers of the Concerned 
Citizens’ group are: -Judy 
Shuman, president; Dwight 
Lingfelter, vice president; Ro- 
berta Suthers, secretary; and 
Virginia Tyler, treasurer. 
Lingfelter and Tyler were 
elected at a recent meeting of 
the board. Board members are 
August Blanc, Pat Phillips and 
Sally Powell, 
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By ELIZABETH CIANCONE 
Star Staff Writer 


Members_of Concerned _ 


Citizens for- Vigo Count 

; Schools Inc. met with members 
of the press. Wednesday to call, 
‘for “at least a one-year post- 
ponement” in the proposed con- 
_ struction of a new South County 
School. The group cited finan- 
cial concerns as well as the 
need for more adequate data 
pertaining to the water supply 
in the area. 

Mrs. Loretta Mancourt, a 
member of the Concerned 
Citizens with a son attending 
Pimento School, called the 
bond issue ‘‘unwise at this 
time." She noted the depleted 
condition of the cumulative 
building fund and added that 
the $4 million general obliga- 
tion bond issue proposed to 
build the school would add 23% 
cents to the property tax rate. 
Currently the school derives 80 
cents per $100 oi assessed valu- 
ation for their genera! operat- 
ing fund and an additional 46 
cents per $100 for general in- 
debtedness. The bond issue pro- 
posed would. bring the total 
assessment for school purposes 
to $1.49% per $100 she said. 

The delay requested would 
not only enable the school cor- 
poration to recover the 


cumulative buiidiny yfund, buts 


would also allow time to assess 
the effects of the county re- 
assessment now in progress. 
She also noted that a tax rate 
review was pending. It is the 
contention of Concerned 
Citizens that the total effect of 
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a e er s delay would more than 
offset the anticipated 9.4 
percent increase in construc- 


tion costs over a 12-month peri-" 


od. 

Mrs. Judy Shuman, president 
of Concerned Citizens, reported 
that she and Mrs. Virginia 
Tyler, treasurer of the or- 
ganization, had talked with 
John Uhl of the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Water Conservation at 
Indianapolis. According to her 
report, Uhl had admitted a his- 
tory of water problems in the 
area selected for the new 
school. He further noted, she 
said, that it would be necessary 
to build north and west of the 
proposed site to be assured of 
an adequate source of water. 

His report continued that an 
estimated $2 million would be 
required in addition to the $4 
million budgeted to pipe water 
to the school site from the 
nearest assured source of ade- 
quate water. 


Both Mrs. Shuman and Mrs. 
Mancourt expressed concern 
for the projected student popu- 
lation at the proposed South 
County School. Noting that the 
building was deemed necessary 
to alleviate overcrowding at 
both Dixie Bee and Pimento 
schools, they observed that the 
population trend was toward 
tye south county area and ex- 
pressed the fear that even the 
two schools would prove inade- 
quate. 

Currently there are 400 stu- 
dents at Pimento and 1000 at 
Dixie Bee. Even an equal dis- 
tribution of students would 
create elementary schools of 
700 students each, Mrs. Shuman 
said. “This past year alone, 50 
building permits were issued 
for this area, not including 
apartments and condominiums, 
and the new power plant plans 
to locate another 2f@ families in 
the area,” she concluded. 

Contacted for his reaction, 
VCSC superintendent Dr. Har- 
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on ‘A. Baldwin said that it was 
not possible to look exclusively 
at the one building project. 
“‘We must also consider neces- 
sary expansion remodeling and 
maintenance at both Woodrow 
Wilson and Honey Creek Junior 
High Schools. as well as a 
number of other elementary 
school needs,” he said: Some 
questions require a .- value 
judgment on the part of the 
school board and the adminis- 
tration, he added and the board 
has been elected to make those 
judgments. “It is my opinion,” 
he concluded, “that it is more 
economic to proceed.” 

Baldwin went on to say that a 
test well put down by 
VanGelder at the site had found 
“ample water at 28 feet, 
prompting the architect to sug- 
gest a heat pump.” He added 
that for some reason a pump 
test of the water supply was not 
taken at the time the test well 
was dug, but said that all data 
except the actual pump test 
results had been received and 
“all indications are that an 
adequate water supply exists at 
the site selected.” 

Contrary to the under- 
standing expressed by Mrs. 
Shuman, Baidwin said that he 
had not. received any report 
from Uhl, noting ‘‘this is not a 
department we would normally 
work through.” 

He said that the school corpo- 
ration would not proceed with 
the actual bond sale until the 
site is determined to be viable, 
although Mrs. Shuman was con- 
cerned that the bond petitions 
would be completed by Mon- 
day, Nov. 21, before a pump 
test report is anticipated. 

Petitions on both sides of the 
proposed bonding issue are cur- 
rently being circulated. It is 
necessary for one side or the 
other to to obtain a simple 
majority of signatures—one 
signaure is adequate—to accept 
or reject the proposed bond 
sale. 
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The president of vas a 
Citizens for Vigo County 
Schools has released a 
statement concerning the wa- 
ter supply at the proposed south 
county elementary school site. 

Judith A. Shuman drafted the 
two-page typed statement on 
behalf of the Concerned 
Citizens gřoup. It is a reply to 
Vigo County School Corp. Su- 
perintendent Harmon 
Baldwin’s latest report on the 
water situation at the site. 

“In Dr. Baidwin’s report to 
the school board on Dec. 14,” 
the letter states, “it was re- 
ported that there is an adequate 

-water supply on the south coun- 
ty School site. Dr. Baldwin 
stated that if a second well was 
drilled there would be no need 
to hire a hydrologist. According 
to our information, these 
statements are not accurate.” 

Mrs. Shuman says that it's 
“true a $4 million school should 
not depend on one well. . . . But 
the drilling of another well is 
not the complete answer to the 
water problem.” 

The citizen group is con- 
cerned “that there is not 
enough information available 
at this time to say one way or 
the other. Forty gallons per 
minute is about what was ex- 
pected, but the existing data is 

“not conclusive regarding an 
‘adequate supply for a school.” 

Mrs. Shuman says ‘‘to get an 
.accurate reading the well 
should be pumped two or three 
days to stabilize the water 
level. and then a 24-hour pump- 
ing test should be made.” 

In addition, Mrs. 
says`an hydrologist should be 
hired “to run a competent.test 
on the wells at the school site to 
“be sure how many gpm ‘the 
»wells.can pump and to predict 
how long-the wells can be ex- 
pected to hold up. ar 

“There is a need to study the 
effect, if any, the school wells 
will have on the existing wells 
in the area. Home owners may 
not now be experiencing prob- 
lems, but after the school is 
pumping water will there be a 
change in the water supply for 
their homes? An experienced 
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range overall view.” 


Mrs. Shuman also stated 
Honey Creek Township is ‘‘the 
fastest growing’ Vigo County 
area. She asked what effect on 
the school’s water supply will 
be caused ‘‘when the area has 
been built up. Will the school 
have plenty of water then?” 

Continuing, Mrs. Shuman 
stated water is available “four 


. miles west or about four miles 


north of the school site,” if the 
wells are not adequate. How- 
ever, it would cost $200,000 to 
pipe water to the school, Mrs. 
Shuman said, and about $2 mil- 
lion to form a Water Con- 
servancy P‘strict “to supply 
homes in the area as well as the 
school.” 

Mrs. Shuman said Concerned 
Citizens feels “at least two 
wells are needed, plus storage 
tanks and a study made by a 
hydrologist. 

“We do not want re- 
assurances that there is water 
on the site,” she continued, 
“we know there is water there, 
we want facts that prove two 
wells and storage tanks are 
sufficient Or, that the two wells 
are not sufficient and an alter- 
nate water supply will be used. 
We also need to know the cost 
involved before further action 
is taken.” 


Mrs. Shuman concludes the 
statement by saying ‘‘We feel 
that all tax payers have a right 
to ask questions and a right to 


»-expect the proven facts.’ 


Baldwin was ill Friday -and 


unavailable to comment-on the 


Concerned Citizens statement. 
However, Baldwin announced 
at the Dec. 14 meeting that 
three consultants reported the 
first well drilled at the site 


. provided water at a ‘‘more than 


adequate rate.” 
A second well to be used for 
observation or as a standby 


water source was recom- 


mended by the consultants and 
the school board authorized the 
second well. 

“It is to be drilled not less than 
500 feet from the first well. 
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For South School Protest 


SEER 2 21579 
By ELIZABETH SCIANCONE 
Star Staff Writer 

Concerned Citizens for Vigo 
County Schools, Inc., called for 
midssive citizen turnout at 
Wednesday’s school board 
meeting to protest plans for the 
proposed South County School. 

Concerned Citizens’ presi- 
dent Mrs. Judy Shuman said 
Tuesday the proposed bond is- 
sue to be considered at the 
public hearing would add 23% 
cents per $100 of assessed valu- 
ation to property taxes in the 
county and was therefore of 
concern to all citizens. She also 
said the cumulative building 
fund — also to be considered at 
Wednesday’s meeting — is per- 
mitted by law to go to $1.25 per 
$100. If permitted at the max- 
imum level, she said, school 
taxes could rise from the cur- 
rent rate of $5.63 per $100 to 
$6.31 per $100. 

Meeting with Concerned 
Citizens was Jim Brown. Al- 
though he stressed he was 
speaking as a concerned citizen 
rather than as a fire fighter, 
Brown is president of the local 
fire fighters union and has 14 
years experience as a city fire- 
man, 

Brown expressed his concern 
for the adequacy of the fire 
protection capabilities at the 
South County ‘site. He said he 
had been in contact with the 
State Fire Marshal’s office and, 
although the office was ‘in 
substantial agreement” with 
his concern, the legal extent of 
the involvement of the state 
office is to be certain building 
codes and specifications are 
observed. Brown said the 80 
gailons per minute anticipated 
from the two shallow wells at 
the site ‘‘would not be suffi- 
cient to operate one hose line 
even if adequate pressure were 
available.” Adequate pressure 
could be attained only by in- 
stalling an elevated storage 
tank, he said. 

Concerned Citizens, while 
urging public expression at the 
open meeting, also is asking the 
school board to consider other 
options. “We know we need the 
school and we are not protest- 
ing that need,” Mrs. Shuman 
said, “but there are options.” 
Among the alternatives she 
listed a change of site to assure 
adequate water not only for 
day-to-day needs of the school 
but also for potential fire-fight- 
ing needs, proyision for 
elevated storage tanks or pro- 
visions to pipe water to the site. 


during January (but halted by 
the onset of the blizzard) 
gained 829 signatures. These 
have not been verified by the 
auditor’s office, but Mrs. 
Shuman estimated as many as 
100 were duplicated from the 
original 1,001 signatures. 

Mrs. Shuman’s greatest con- 
cern is parent and citizen 
apathy. She has seen the active 
membership of Concerned 
Citizens dwindle dramatically 
since the organization was 
founded about one year ago. 
“People seem to have decided 
that you really can’t fight city 
hall,” she concluded. 


She read a letter from VCSC 
Superintendent Dr. Harmon A. 
Baldwin in which he stated the 
rural schools relied on volun- 
teer fire departments to meet 
any need and that none of the 
rural schools had a “circulating 
water main system for fire 
protection.” Schools, such as 
the Rio Grande Elementary 
School, carry higher insurance 
rates as a result, his letter 
noted. 

Petitions circulated by Con- 
cerned Citizens this past fall 
garnered 1,001 verified signa- 
tures which were disallowed by 
the court on the grounds they 
had been obtained too early, 
Mrs. Shuman said. A later peti- 
tion circulated for three days 
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The president of Vigo 


County’s school board says it is . 


now difficult to know what the 
Concerned Citizens of Vigo 
County really want after that 
group conducted a press con- 
ference Tuesday. , 

Dr. Wayne Crockett, recently 
elected to the board’s top spot, 
said information released at 
the press session appeared in- 
consistent to earlier Concerned 
Citizens stands. mae ly : 

Further, Crockett said- it 
sounded like the group’s 
spokesmen were calling for the 
new south county elementary 
school to be built within. Terre 
Haute’s city limits or have the 
city annex the proposed site. 

Judy Shuman, the group’s 
president, and Jim Brown, 
president of the local firemen’s 
union, called the Tuesday con- 
ference .to: urge citizens to 
speak out against the school... 

Mrs. Shuman and Brown said 
an inadequate water supply at 
thé proposed site creates a haz- 
ardous fire situation for, the 
school because water lines are 
not in the area. ' 

Brown, who claimed the 
school board “‘ignored’’ the fire 
protection aspect of the school, 


recommended a change of site,’ 


construction of water lines or 
installation of an elevated wa- 


i ter storage tank. t- "==. 
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Crockett, who contacted The 


TRIBUNE Wednesday morn-: 


ing, indicated a change of site 
to receive piped-in water would 
necessitate moving within the 
city limits or annexation. 
“Apparently this is what 
they're calling for,” Crockett 
said. “If they wanted to be 
consistent, they would be call- 
ing for us to close Pimento 


` (Elementary) immediately be- 


cause they don’t have enough 
water for the school let alone 
fire protection. 

“For the rural schools you 
have to depend on volunteer 
fire departments,” he con- 
tinued, “and they have good 
records. I can feel comfortable 
with their protection knowing 
their good record.” ; 

Crockett also said the grou 
was inconsistent in its call for 
smaller schools. ‘They com- 
plain about the size of the high 
schools,” he said, “and yet 
there’s Dixie Bee Elementary 
with 1,000 students now. If they 
have a genuine concern about 
both children and the size of 
schools, how can they-speak out 
against this school site?” 

“Also,” Crockett said, “Mrs. 
Shuman says she does not want 
the-school built there and then 
she says the Honey Creek area 
is one of the fastest growing 
areas in the county. It’s dif- 
ficult to know what. is: really 
troubling them.” - 

Crockett said something 
must be done about the over- 
crowded situation at Dixie Bee 
and the proposed south county 
school site, after all considera- 
tion, is the best solution. i 

Mrs. Shuman was not avail- 
able to comment on Crockett’s 
statements, but Virginia Tyler, 
also an officer in the group, 
said they are not saying the 
school should be built within 
city limits or proposing the 
area should be annexed. 

“We know we need a new 
school in that area,” Mrs. Tyler 
said. “But, we feel the question 
of water should be answered 
before the school is built, not 
after.” 


Mrs. Tyler said “there is no 
way they can know if sufficient 
water is available for the 
oe. a go ahead with it, 

ou ?, a, 
“4 y on’t know?” she 

Further, she said the board 
should consider keeping Pimen- 
to School open in addition to the 
new school. “That would re- 
lieve the overcrowded situation 
more,” she said, “Simple 
mathematics tells you by clos- 

ing it, you'll still only have two 
schools there.” fo a 
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By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Jim Brown, president of the 
local firefighters union and a 
member_of Concerned Citizens 
-of Vigo County. says his recent 

! criticism of the site of the 
proposed south county elemen- 
tary school had nothing to do 
with volunteer fire depart- 

. ments. 

Brown conducted a press 
conference last week along 
with Judy Shuman, president of 
the Concerned Citizens group, 
in which he said the Vigo Coun- 
ty School Board ‘‘ignored’’ fire 
protection for the proposed 
school. Brown said the site pro- 
vides too little water for fire 
protection and other alter- 
natives should be sought. 

“But,” he told The TRIB-. 
UNE Monday, “I was in no way 
criticizing the volunteer 
firemen. No matter how good a 
fire department is, you have to 
have enough water to fight a 
fire.” 

Brown said he is aware that 
volunteer firemen are efficient ® 
firefighters. “I was blasting the 
school board for making their 
(the volunteers) job that much 
harder by not providing enough 
water at the site” Brown said. 

Continuing, Brown said even 
though the volunteer depart- 
ments can bring water with 
them, it still would not be 
enough. 

He said the first response to 
a fire in that area would be 
from. Prairieton, Honey Creek 
and Linton townships and they 
could bring about 13,000 gallons 
of water. 

“But,” Brown said’ “that 
water would be gone in about 15 
minutes.” 

Jim Bell, a member of Honey 
Creek’s volunteer firefighters, 
who spoke out for the voluneers 
at last week’s school board 
meeting, said Brown was prob- 
ably right. 

“However,” he said, "we, in 
a full scale fire, would drop two 
ground tanks and ferry water 
in. We’ve got dump valves that 
allow you to fill up 2,000 gallon 
tanks in a minute. We would be 
able to maintain water there.” 

Bell also said other township 
departments and Terre Haute 
fire units would likely assist the 
initial three departments if a 
large scale fire developed. 
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Bell maint: ined the proposed 
school woulc have adequate 
fire protection. 

\Further, Bell said he realized 
Brown was not criticizing the 
volunteer departments. In fact, 
Bell noted it was not the Con- 
cerned Citizens press con- 
ference that brought him to last 
week's school board meeting, 
but comments made by Vigo 
County School Corp. Super- 
intendent Harmon Baldwin. 

Bell said comments made by 
Baldwin during a television in- 
terview appeared to slight vol- 
unteer fire departments and he 
wanted to rebut those 
statements. 

“I was not there to speak 
against or in favor of building 
the school,” Beli said. 

Baldwin apologized for the 
remarks during the meeting 
and said. he really didn’t intend 
to make light of the volunteers 
either. 

The end result, according to 
Brown, is there still is not 
adequate fire protection for the 
proposed school—not because 
of the volunteer fire depart- 
ments~but because of the wa- 
ter. 

"They should look for alter- 
natives now,” Brown says’ 
“not after something happens. 
They could arrange to have 
water piped in there, construct 
an elevated water tower or 
choose an alternate site.” 

Bell disagrees. He says the 
volunteer fire departments can 
adequately protect the school. 
“The next school year there 
will be even better protection 
for the new school and the other 
two schools in the area (Dixie 
Bee Elementary and Honey 
Creek Junior High),’’ Bell said. 
“There will be a new medium 
size aerial worth $140,000 to 
use.” 
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School Board Candidates 


F APR 3 tare 
By WAYNE PERRY 
Trihune Stalf Writer 


V-PACE. the political action arm of the Vigo County 
Teachers Association. announced Wednesday afternoon its 
support of the four ‘best possible candidates for school 
board.” 

Dr. Wayne Crockett, Mrs. Willa Mae Umpbries, Paul 
Benning Jr., and R. Brad Lawson were given “the stamp 
of approval” by the teacher organization. 

In addition, V-PACE Chairman John W. Tipton an- 
nounced the resulis of a survey of the certified staff of Vigo 
County schools that showed the teachers highly dissatistied 
with the actions and attitudes of the present sckool board, 

V-PACE (Vigo Political Action Committee for Education) 
18 a separate and legal entity. Its purpose is “to provide the 
cause of education through political action. To this end 
V-PACE shall collect and disburse money in elections for 
candidates who are favorable to education.” 

Tipton stated, “While these endorsements are not re- 
garded as a slate by our committee, this group offers an 
excelient composite of a medical doctor with educational 
board experience, 2 homemaker inierested in helping chil- 
dren. the manager of a large industria] plant, and an active 
educator." , 

In endorsing Dr. Crockett, V-PACE announced, “Dr. 
Crockett’s experience on the Indiana State University board. 
various medical and religious boards, his educationa} back- 
ground, and his stated philosophy make him an outstanding 
e for the board.” Dr. Crockeit is a candidate for a 
met I seat. 

Mrs. Umphries, who is running for the District TI seat, 
was praised: "Mrs. Umpnries as a PTA president and presi- 
ger: of the West Vige 
proven to he 2 4h 
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in the last four years than the board member from her 
district.” 

Both Dr. Crockett and Mrs. Umphries were original parties 
to the injunction filed last vear against the present school 
board. The couris have verified their position with the grant- 
ing of a permanent injunction last Monday. 

The “stamp of approval” was also given to Paul Benning, 
Jr., in District IV. and to R. Brad Lawson, District V, both 
of whom are running unopposed, 


Tipton announced, “Disenchantment by teachers with the 


-hoard members whose terms expire this year began in 


July, 1979, as the board failed to ratify a master contract 
previously agreed upon. Failure on the board's part to 
advertise the vacancy of the position of superintendent was 
a serious breach of written policy. Other board actions added 
to the decline of teacher morale.” 

he disenchantment reached a peak early last year when 
the board refused to negotiate with the VCTA unless the 
VCTA apologized for exercising the constitutionally guar- 
anteed right of free speech,’ Tipton continued on behalf of 
\¥-PACE. 

Early this school year V-PACE conducted a survey of 
the certified stafi of the ‘Vigo County School Corporation. 
“The response was phenomenal and the results were over- 
whelming.” Tipton notes. 

Some of the statistics resulting include — 

—79 per cent felt the board never or rarely has shown 
concern [or teacher needs. 

74 per ceni said the board never or rarely has shown 
concern tor community needs. 

—-69 per cen! were of the opinion that the board never 
or rarely has exhibited sound judgment in hiring a com- 
petent administrative staff. 

~—Ti per cent felt the board had failed in developing an 
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educationally sound building program 

—82 per cent felt that the board has not shown sound 
judgment in developing budget priorities that reflect corrent 
educational priorities. 

—90 per cent believe that the board has not been effer- 
tive in keeping its certificated staff involved in decision 
making. 

“As a consequence, V-PACE decided to seek the best 
candidates possible for school board. A multitude of con- 
tacts were made in an effort to seek out qualified and re 
sponsible citizens to run for school board. In addition to 
those previously sought out, an interview was scheduled 
with every candidate that filed.” Tipton stated. 

“V-PACE feels that some persons chose not to run as 
a result of meeting with it. On the other hand, Brad Lawson 
choose to run due to the encouragement received from this 
_ committee,” Tipton notes. 

V-PACE emphasized that all registered voters in Vigo 
County are able to vote for a school board candidate from 
each district. not just one from his or her particular district. 
A voter may vote for only school board if that is his or her 
desire. In other words, a person does not have to ask for a 
political party ballot in order to vote for the school board. 

“If you are a registered voter in Vigo County you can 
vote for both Dr. Crockett and Mrs. Umohries, as well as 
Benning and Lawson,” Tipton observed. 

The members of V-PACE, in addition to Tipton, are Ger- 
aldine Black (secretary), Kaye Burton, Guy Dillard, John 
Gettinger (president of VCTA), and Leo Loughead. George 
Bakker, UNISERV director, serves in an ex-officio capacity 
as treasurer. The committee experienced a 75 per cent suc- 
cess with its endorsements of legislative candidates in 1972. 

V-PACE is in the midst of a financial drive. The morey 
raised.is for a two-fold purpose: {1) to conduct this- school 
board campaign.. and (2): to-aid jn: getting candidates elected 
to the legislature. . 

“Teachers must -be cognizant of the fact that^at the 
present -time there can`be“no‘ increase in the amount of 
money raised locally by the property tax.. This means the 
Indiana :legislature is more: than ever the- ee of public 
education in the state,” Tiptom reported: 

“V-PACE will be supporting candidates wh are friends 
of ‘education. It. is hoped that each teacher,- regardless of 
whether or.not he or she is a member of VCTA,.will con- 
tribute at least $10. Contributions are not restricted to teach- 
ers and are tax deductible.” Tipon noted. «3 

Dr. Crockett, Mrs. Umphries, Benring, and Lawton have 

_feceived earker endorsements from- Fresh Start, from the 
Central Wabash Valley Building and Construction Trades 


Council,. and from the Pimento and Prairie Creek Parents 
for Better Schools. : 
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The Pimento and Prairie 
Creek Parents for Better 
Schools has organized for the! 
Purpose of supporting Dr. 
Wayne Crockett, Mrs. Willa Mae’ 
Umphries, Paul A. Benning Jr.. 
and R. Brad Lawson in the May 
7 school board election. . 


The slate of four candidates 4 
for the Vigo County -School/ 
Board that recently received en- 
dorsements from “Fresh Start’) 
and from,one of the county’s} 
largest labur-organizations .has 

> , gained “the-support<of ages" 
$ ETOUD. > Soper tree gS 

2 a} These Tour candidates repre 
= bere theseamneth Miaicg-ot forsour 
4 “schools that we es parents and 
~Boncerned citizens want—schools’ 


Jarge J unfriend)y, unmanage} 
able structures,” ‘the officers of! 
3 -the group stated. ` | 
T Bp Dth-Grockett.Mrs. Umphries.! 
7 E Benning and Lawson received the |! 
support of a grassroots citizes’s\, 
group, “Fresh Start.” last week." 
The Centra] Wabash - Valley || 
Building, and Construction |! 
Trades “Gouncl endorsed the; 
candidates Wednesday. 

“These candidates will’ work 
to protect” the neighborhood |! 
school concept. They feel, as) 
we do, that in order to achieve:’ 
the highest quality‘of education, | 
for our children the total num- 
ber of pupils in each school 
must’ be kept at a reasonable! 
level.” the- Pimento - Prairie! | 
Creek group announced. 

The officers of the group in- 
clude Phyllis Fisher, president: | 
Anita Piety, vice president; 
Betty Brossman, secretary; and 
Garvy Cleveland. treasurer. 

The next meeting of the or- 
ganization will be Monday. April 
1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Pimento 
Firehouse. All -four*candidates 
that have been endorsed will be 
present for the. meeting to talk 
with those attending. 

“Students should know each 
other and not be strangers to 
one another and their teachers,” 
the group's announcement con- 
tinves. 

“Also, the number of stu- 
denis in each class must he 
kept at -a level to encourage the 
fullest amount of individual at- 
tention. This will help ‘mainrain ! 
a higher morale in both teach. | 
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ers and students,” the release’ 
concludes. 

Dr. Crockett will oppose Ar-| 
thur B. Campbell. Walter Lee 
Favre,. Dr. Fred Dierdorf, aid 
Joe Benna for the District I 
seat. 

Mrs. Umphries will oppose 
incumbent John Sutherland in 


jthe District Il race. 


Benning and Lawson both run 
unopposed for the District IV. 
and V seats respectively. 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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More than one year ago, Mary 
told a sad story of having been 
sexually abused for about 10 years 
— from age 4 to 14 — by her 
grandfather. 

As she told the story then, she 
lived next door to her grandfather 
when she was younger, and it was 
nearly impossible to avoid him. 
Mary’s family was not aware of the 
abuse. 

She didn’t tell anyone because 
she believed she was somehow 
guilty and responsible for what 
happened. 

n the summer of 1984, Mary 
talked about her past and her 
involvement with an nee 

rt group sponsored by Se 
\buse Victim Assi . She also 
said she had seen a counselor. She 
believed she was getting her 
problems under control, but eras- 
ing the low self-esteem and guilt 
was not easy. h 

n a recent interview, a ha 
self-assured woman dembaatretee 
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that she has traveled light years in 
her journey of recovery. 

“I feel a lot better about myself,” 
the 24-year-old said. “I don’t thi 
I have low self-esteem anymore.” 

Sie is a Porp wife ae 
mother and is now expe 
another child. 

She is proud of her accomplish- 
ments. attitude now is, if I 
start something, I finish it... I want 
to be a winner now instead of a 
quitter.” 

She said it’s also easier for her to 
show affection now to family and 
friends. Before, fear of rejection 
caused her to withhold expressions 
of sel : Te 

er nts no longer live by her 
Srandiether, That’s a “big relief,” 
she said. 

She still attends support-group 
meetings and has a strong desire to 
help others. “I feel I have a lot to 
offer,” she said. 

She’d especially like to work with 
teen-agers. use she believes 
she wasted the best years of her life 
as a teen iger She often missed 
school and didn’t get involved in 
activities. “I didn’t do anything 
worthwhile,” she said. She ex- 
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rimented with drugs and chose 

iends who verbally abused her. 

Today, Mary wants to make sure 
other youths don’t experience the 
same problems. “They don’t have to 
waste those years,” she said. 

Mary seems content with herself 
and her life. “I don’t feel guilty 
about [the incest] anymore. I don’t 
even think about it that much,” she 
said. If she does have a problem, or 
recall some unpleasant memory 
from the past, she will talk about 
it at her support-qroup meetings. 

She has attended SAVA support- 
group meetings for almost two 
years. “I will stay in it as long as 
it’s around,” she said. The group 
has about eight regulars, but not as 
many new members as before, she 
said. 

“Public awareness has dropped,” 

said. 

She started to see a counselor in 
February 1983, and again in June 
1984 after the family learned that 
several relatives had been abused 
by Grandpa. 

Seeing, a counselor helped her 
talk about things she Natalia 
couldn’t discuss. During sessions, 


“Something would come out that I 
didn’t know bothered me,” Mary 
said. “It helps so much to get it out 
in the open.” 

Before, low self-esteem caused 
her to think no one liked her, and 
that her husband would never stay 
married to her. Without help, “I'd 
proba? still be miserable,” she 
sai 


She still doesn’t see her 
grandfather. “I don’t know if I 
could ever forgive him. But I don’t 
hate him anymore,” she said. “I 
don’t have any feeling for him.” 

When interviewed one year ago, 
she and her family were still 
recovering from the turbulent re- 
velations. Time, counseling and 
support have erased much of the 
pain. Mary said she doesn’t get as 
upset as she used to. 

She admits there are some days 
when she does get angry and does 
feel sorry for herself. 

“You can learn to live with it. But 
you don’t get over it,” she said. 

To avoid what she went through, 
Mary said she has taught her 3- 
year-old son how to protect himself 
from abuse. 8 


Tm strong, getting 


L Assocetions (WW) -34 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


“I refuse to live a lie anymore,” 
said Anne, an outgoing, cheerful 
23-year-old who is another survivor 
of child sexual abuse. 

Since she was 17, Anne has 
learned to cope a constant threat of 
incest from Fee brother when she 
was a child. She has confronted the 
situation and refused to put the 
abuse in the back of her mind, as 
though it never happened. 
~ She has attacked the problem 
hrough therapy and participation 
in a group called VOICES, an 
acronymn with a helpful meaning: 
Victims of Incest Can Emerge 
Survivors. Now, she attends a local 
support group for incest victims. 

feel very hopeful of my future,” 
Anne said. “Incest doesn’t have to 
ruin your life,” she said. But she 
knows of people who have died 
withholding the secret of abuse. 

Anne said she had spent much of 
her life in mental pain. “I was 
suicidal when I was in my late 
teens,” she said. “I felt very 
strongly that life just wasn’t worth 
it.” 

Anne doesn’t know exactly when 
the abuse started or ended, except 


that she was about 5 and her 
brother was about 10. 
When she was asleep, her 


brother would fondle her. She soon 
became aware of what was happen- 
ing, but the abuse continued for 
years. 

“The fact that it’s not intercourse 
doesn’t mean it’s any less 
traumatic,” she said. 

Her brother abused her emo- 
tionally and physically, asking her 
to undress in front of him, or 
wanting to know if he could touch 
her in an improper way. Once he 
tried to bribe her with gum. 

He also drilled peepholes in the 
peor of a basement bedroom. 

hen she put up barriers, he’d 
take them down. 

“I felt totally violated and 
vulnerable,” Anne said. “I was not 
a human being, but an object to be 
used for someone else’s pleasure.” 

Her brother was very confident, 


and seemed to consider himself 
special and above reproach. 

“In every aspect of my life, he 
was there just taking joy out of my 
life. I was always stressed,” she 
said. “I was terrified of telling. He 
was so confident.” 

She believed something was 
wrong with her, and as a result, 
she tried to be a “real good person.” 
But the abuse didn’t stop. 

She was afraid that if she told, 
she would be blamed, punished and 
made a scapegoat. She was afraid 
of losing her family’s love. 

It wasn’t until Oct. 28 that Anne 
told -her-mother about the abuse. 
She had prepared for that revela- 
tion since she was 17. She said she 
had to practice and psyche herself 
up for the moment, preparing 
herself for whatever her mother’s 
reaction might be. 

She also told a sister several 
years ago. Three members of her 
family know. Eventually, she hopes 
to tell all members. 

The abuse finally ended when 
her brother was 16 or 17. 

“I was becoming an adult,” she 
said. “Part of me wouldn't allow it 
anymore.” 

She believes people who sexually 
abuse others enjoy victimizing 
children who are weak, innocent 
and helpless. Once children grow 
up, they are better able to resist. 

When the abuse from her brother 
ended, Anne blocked the memories 
from her mind. “A lot of survivors 
have total amnesia,” she said. 

But at age 16, memories re- 
turned and she knew she had to get 
therapy. “There was enough time 
that I was healing inside. I don’t 
think those memories come unless 
you're able to deal with them,” she 
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said. 

Though the abuse was over, the 
destructive effect on Anne would 
last for years. Her adolescent and 
teen-age years were especially dif- 
ficult. In seventh or eighth grade, 
she gained 30 pounds. 

In high school, she said she was 
“a wreck. I hated it, and didn’t date 
or go out. I felt so out of place.” 

She ran away from joy and 
pleasure, and held back her 
natural enthusiasm and outgoing 
nature. 

“Most of my life I’ve tried to be 
normal so no one would know how 
awful I felt...1 was just in so much 
pain,” she said. 

She said she hated her body, and 
didn’t like it when men would 
whistle or make sexual remarks. 
She described it as “incest all over 
again.” 

Anne said incest is no longer the 
number one issue in her life today. 
She has been in therapy three 
times, and has worked hard to 
overcome her problems. “I don’t 
want to be miserable anymore,” she 
said. 

Now, she is taking responsibility 
for her life. “I’m strong and getting 
stronger every day,” she said. 

That’s partly because when she 
was 21, she become involved with 
VOICES, a non-profit organization 
that refers incest victims to a 
therapist, agency or self-help 
group. Anne went to the second and 
third conferences, attended by 200 
to 300 people. 

Group and panel discussions 
were very helpful. YOICES also 
has special interest groups for 
those with similar experiences. The 
group can be reached at P i 
i 5 
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embers are given yellow rib- 
bons, a symbolic gesture and 
tribute to those who have the 
strength to survive their ordeals. 
“It was wonderful to be in a room 
with survivors,” Anne said. “It was 
like the shame and fear was gone. 
Its difficult to find people who 
accept you as you are. If you 
struggle with something like this, 
A a someone you can identify 
with.” 
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For the S ET Seen Sexual 
Abuse Victim Assistance), a non- 
profit, community based organiza- 
tion of lay persons and profession- 
als, has provided support groups 
for victims of sexual abuse. Due to 
tremendous public awareness in 
the area of incest involving 
adolescents, SAVA is now able to 
announce the formatin of an Incest 
Support Group for young people 
ages 11 to 18. 

A support group of this kind 
helps each member, through com- 
mon understanding, to learn ways 
of coping with problems surround- 
ing incest be it in the past or 
present. Support groups are not 
formal therapy programs. Those 
attending share common experi- 
ences which enables support for 
one another in finding solutions to 
their problems. To assure.. con- 
fidentiality, members are known 
only on a first name basis. At no 
time is there a charge to become a 
member of the group. Assistance is 
provided by a volunteer trained 
professional who guides the dis- 
cussion and provides information 
as to further available resources, if 
needed. 

The group begins Thursday, 
June 14, 1984 at 7 p.m. at 2701 
Poplar Avenue (Memorial United 
Methodist Church). Future meet- 
ings will be held the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month. 
Assistance will be provided by 
either Judy Eaton or Pam King. 

Additional information or ques- 
tions may be had by calling 235- 
8333 — Lifeline. 
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Victim Assistance. It is a non-profit 
organization which has been in 
existence for one year in the 
Wabash Valley. One avenue it uses 
to achieve its goal of providing 
assistance to victims. of sexual 
abuse is through various support 
groups. 

A support group is formed when 
people who have encountered 
similar experiences meet on a 
regular basis and share those 
experiences. These do not take the 
place of a professional counseling 
session, although a professional is 
present according to Mary Ward, 
support groups coordinator. 
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Support groups for rape and 
incest victims meet regularly in the 
area. 

But a need for a support group 
specifically for adolescent incest 
victims has been in the planning 
stages since the inception of the 
organization, according to Ward. 

The delay has been due to the 
obtainipg of the services of the 
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needed professionals. 

The early support groups were 
for all ages, but the adolescents did 
not feel comfortable and we needed 


‘a separate group for them, said 


Ward. 

The group, for ages 11 to 18, met 
for the first time last Thursday 
evening at 2701 Poplar Avenue 
(Memorial United Methodist 
Church). Future meetings are 
scheduled for the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month. 

“We want those who attend to 
know that they are not alone,” 
added Ward. 

A similar support group for ages 
8-11 is in the planning and hopes to 
be in operation by the end of the 
summer, it was announced at a 
recent SAVA board meeting. 

“We want the children to know 
that in an incest situation, they 
have aright and can say no and they 
must tell someone,” said Carolyne 
Nanson, vice-president and public 
relations director. 

For further information contact 
235-8333 — Lifeline. 
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Aa (ap sted citizens afe invited to a 
special program dealing with-sexual 
abuse of children being sponsored by 
the Girl Scouts in Marshall this week. 

The program, which will be part of 
the Clark County Gir} Scout 
Neighborhood meeting, will be Thurs- 
day, April 12 at the Clark County Exten- 
sion Center on Illinois 1 in Marshall 
starting at 7 p.m. 

The 20-minute film will be shown 
first, then Carolyn Nanson, a volunteer 
from Terre Haute, will be available to 
answer questions. The regular 
neighborhood meeting will follow phe 
special program. 

Allana Toney, a Marshall Girl Scout 
volunteer, said the film was made to be 
suitable for all ages, including children. 
She urged all interested parents to at- 
tend, but said it was up to the parents 
whether or not to bring their children. 

The Girl Scout leaders have invited 
the all the mothers of the girls in their 
troops, Mrs. Toney said. Invitations 
have also be made to local clergy, the 
elementary principals gi school 
superintendents. 

She said the film deals with problems 
related to sexual abuse, both by adults 
familiar to the children and by 
strangers. 

The film, entitled “Better Safe Than 
Sorry,” is being made available 
through SAVA, (Sexual Abuse Victims 
is a not-for-profit 
organization based in Terre Haute, It is 
a non-denomination group made up of 
clergy, social workers, counselors, 
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Rí ent nurses, families y friends 
of victims and lay persons. 

A spokesman for the group said, 
“Sexual abuse ta children is much more 
common than most of us realize. It may 
be prevented if children have good 
preparation.” 


Here are some facts about sexual 
abuse provided by SAVA: 

—85 percent of the danger of sexual 
abuse to children is from people they 
know, friends or relatives. Only 15 per- 
cent of the danger of sexual abuse to 


» children is from strangers. 


—In the United States, at least one in 
four females and at least one in 10 
males are sexually assualted before.” 
reaching the age of 13 (reported cases.) 

—30 to 40 percent of all children are~ 
sexually assualted in some way before _ 
the age of 18 (reported cases.) 

—The primary motive for rape is 
rage and agression against wemen and y 
not sex. 

—The national avaerage for rape vic- 3 
tims is 35 forcible rapes per 100,000 = 
population. These population figures in- 
clude the total population. 

—In the Terre Haute area, there are 
25 to 30 rapes reported per year. 

—The statistics listed are for 
reported rapes. The FBI estimates that 
80 to 90 percent of all rapes go 
unreported. 

The trend over the last eight years is 
that rape is increasing at the rate of 
over 13 percent per year. 


Aid Aid gröüp claim: 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


S l Abuse Victim Assistance is 


cdle first anniversary tt His 
Tone and organizers believe 


they've made great strides in 
educating the community on sexual 
abuse and providing support for 
victims. 

“The progress has been ov- 
erwhelming,’ said Mary Ward, 


SALA organizer. 
its first year, SAVA has 


developed support groups for incest 
and rape victims and it has shown a 
film on sexual-abuse prevention to 
hundreds of youths and parents in 
Terre Haute and surrounding com- 
munities. 

Thursday, a support group for 
adolescent incest victims met for the 
first time. 

SAVA also has worked with the 
Vigo County School Corp. to include 
safety awareness information. This 
year, the movie “Better Safe than 
Sorry II was shown to elementary- 


school students. S50 c 


The program will expand next 
year to include presentations by the 
police-school liaison and elementary 
guidance counselors. Plans are also 
under way to include safety aware- 
ness information in the junior-high 
curriculum, which will include use of 
the film “Better Safe than Sorry I.” 

In-service workshops have already 
begun for school administrators, 
principals and guidance staff to 
identify behavior which could be 
linked to child sexual abuse, said 
Pam King, SAVA board member and 
social worker with the school cor- 
poration. 

In some schools, SAVA has 
worked with the entire staff. It also 
worked with Parent Teacher Or- 
ganizations to help parents know 
what signs to look for. 

Soon, training will begin for crisis 
support teams to help rape victims 
brought into hospital emergency 


rooms. Two volunteers will go to the 
hospital to assist the victim and 
family. The team will provide emo- 
help victims and 


tional support, 


family understand hospital and legal 


procedures and refer them to 
counseling services in the communi- 
ty. 


SAVA has received a $1,000 grant 
from the Harrison Township 
Trustee’s office, as well as a $4,000 
grant from the Indiana State Board 
of Health. It hopes to have the state 
funds in hand by October. 

SAVA members hope to start a 
local library and purchase some 
books for the public library, where 
Genevieve Reisner has prepared a 
bibliography of materials which 
should be printed this week. 

SAVA is also developing coloring 
books and accompanying parent 
guides to teach children about 
prevention. 

Newly elected president Phyllis 
McCain said she began attendin 
SAVA meetings because she ha 
been exposed to an attempted-rape 
situation. “I realized the inade- 
quacies of the situation ... and the 
need for more involvement, caring 
and support,” she said. 

McCain said that interest and 
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S great SUCCESS.: 


support for the organization has >’ 
snowballed in the past year. And she 
believes public awareness has led tô 
more reports of abuse and convict ` 
tions of perpetrators. 

She and others spoke to at least 904 
adults and 1,415 children over the* 
past year and made more than 75 
speaking engagements. SAVA 
members gave more than 2,800” 
volunteer hours in various efforts.” 

Carolyn Nanson said when, 
members first began speaking, eight — 


_ to 10 persons attended. As the year“ 


progressed, audiences rose to 30 or, 
40 in number and requests rolled in. 
They've spoken to such groups as, 
Girl Scouts, parent-teacher groups, ` 
service clubs, law-enforcement of- 
ficials, university students. They've: 
received numerous requests tos ow’ 


~“Better Safe than Sorry.” 


Recently elected officers include: 
McCain, president; Nanson, vice’ 
president; Karen Kelley, secretary; 
and Peg Kennedy, treasurer. ° œ 

The annual meeting will be 9 a.m.‘ 
Thursday in Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 2701 Poplar St.’ | 


Vigo County Public Library 


SAVA group 
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p to benefit 


from 1984 > hilly, hall 


The Sexual Abuse Victims As- 
sistance group will be the recipient 
of proceeds from the 1984 
Newcomers Club charity ball. 

Theme for the major charity and 
social event will be “Athens By 
Night.” The ball will be from 9:30 
pm to 12:30 a.m. Nov. 3 in the 

liday Inn. 

After attending Shaker parties 
at homes of various Newcomers 
Club members, participants will 
dance to the music of “Sunrise.” 
But the major purpose will be to 
raise money to support several 
programs planned by SAVA this 
year. 

SAVA was chosen through a 
selection process which involved all 
Newcomers Club members, accord- 
ing to Marsha Heller, club presi- 
dent. “Every member had a chance 
to suggest worthy local charities to 
receive the funds and was asked to 
vote for her choice from the 11 
applicants for funds.” 

Sexual abuse of children has 
become such a concern in society 
today and we’ve been hearing so 
much about it that our people 
really feel strongly about it,” Heller 
said. “This is a way we feel we can 
help.” 

, In its first year of existence, 
SAVA formed support groups for 
victims of rape and incest and 
conducted a major educa- 
tion/awareness effort in the 
schools. Representatives of the 
group worked with the Vigo County 
School Corporation’s 
crisis-intervention office to include 
preventive information in personal 


safety units and worked to alert 
parents and educators on detecting 
abuse in children. 

With funds from the charity ball, 
SAVA plans to print a colorin 
book with parents’ guide to teac 
safety awareness for children, 
purchase a rape prevention film 
and distribute other rape preven- 
tion materials to the general 
public. An additional purchase 
would be video equipment to tape 
the testimony of children who are 
victims of sexual abuse, avoiding 
the need for repeated, traumatic 
questioning. 

To raise extra money for the 
charity this year, Joyce Keenan, 
general chairman, organized the 
construction of a candlewicked 
comforter, designed and created by 
Teresa Huff and handcrafted by 
members of Newcomers Club. The 
comforter will be awarded during 
the ball. Tickets are available for a 
$1 donation from Rose omas, 
238-9318; Anne Sell, 466-1680; or 
other members of the club. 

Decorations for “Athens By 
Night” are being created by Nancy 
Herbst, decorations and entertain- 
ment chairman, and members of 
her committee. “Marble” columns, 
Greek statues and a fountain will 
be featured. Florence Clutter will 
demonstrate authentic Greek folk 
dances. 

Tickets for the ball are available 
from Phyllis White, ticket 
chairman, and members of 
Newcomers Club. Cost is $12.50 
per couple. Tickets will also be sold 
at the door the night of the ball. 


„Community Affairs File 


Vigo County Public Library 


Helping SAVA  fissoc (WV: 


Funds gained from the annual charity ball sponsored by the 
Newcomers Club will be used to benefit the Sexual Abuse 
Victims Assistance group (SAVA). Discussing SAVA’s plans for 
the year are (seated) Phyllis McCain, SAVA president, and 
Marsha Heller, Newcomers Club president; (standing) Carolyne 
Nanson, vice president, and Mary Ward, support group 
chairman. The charity ball is set for 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Nov. 
3 in the Holidav lnn 
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Local sexual- abuse group fills chasm 


By Liz Ciancone 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


One must usually walk before it is 
possible to run, but a new local 
organization is off to a running start 
as a support group for victims of 
sexual abuse. 
Sexual Abuse Victim Assistance 

„Inc. received its charter of in- 
corporation last week, but members 
have been busy getting an organiza- 
tional framework in place. , 
Thursday’s meeting at Memorial 
United Methodist Church looked at 
a proposed constitution and heard 
organizational 


reports from _ the. 


Crisis Support Team and from the 
Education Committee. 


Under the direction of president 
Mary Ward, the group has three 
main objectives: to develop a sup- 
port system for the immediate 
crisis period; to develop an educa- 
tional system for the conmunity, 
professional workers and the 
schools, and to provide support 
groups for victims and families. 

As outlined, members of the 
Crisis Support Team will visit vic- 
tims of rape or incest in the hospi- 
tals or detention centers only as 
listeners or as sources of informa- 
tion about agencies which might 
offer practical assistance, | , 
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Team members will be required 
to serve a probationary period in- 
volving training, participation as a 
junior team member and pass an 
evaluation process before being ac- 
cepted to full membership. 


Board members are acutely 
aware of legal liability involved in 
offering more than information and 
a willing ear. 


Community education is an im- 
portant part of SAVA’s program. 
Both long- and short-range goals 
were set Thursday for providing 
informational programs for chil- 
dren from preschool age through 


- high school. Also in the planning 
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stage is a speakers bureau designed 
to alert adults to the extent of the 
problem. 

Board members are concerned 
that a greater awareness among 
children of conduct defined as 
abusive will bring deficiencies in 
the legal system to the fore. A part 
of the work of the Education Com- 
mittee would then develop into 
working for legal reform in the 
Indiana Legislature and for educa- 
tional programs for local police 
officials working with family prob- 


lems, according to Shirley Water- | 


man, committee chairman. 


Meetings of SAVA are open to all | 
interested persons. 
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‘Sertoma 


If you want to refresh yourself at 
the ongoing Vigo County Fair — 
and do a good deed in the process 
— consider visting the Sertoma 
Club booth under the grandstand. 

“Selling lemon shakes at the fair 
is our main fund raiser,” said 
Roger Zink, club president. He 
said the organization earns $600 to 
$1,000 during the fair each year 
selling shakes to the crowd. 

The money goes for the club’s 
main project — helping people with 
speech and hearing problems. 

.The local service club sponsors 
the Sertoma Club at Indiana State 
University, which allows the local 
college to take part in speech and 
hearing research. Sertoma also 
works with Stagg Hearing Center 
to assist people purchase hearing 
aids who can’t afford them. 

The group also buys batteries for 
Vigo County students who might 
have difficulty acquiring them. 
Another work performed by 
Sertoma is buying Terre Haute 
Boys Club memberships for 10 
local youngsters. 

The club meets the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month at 
Stanifer’s Gold Steer Restaurant 
from noon to 1 p.m. There are 31 
members. 

Bill Bitzegaio was the first 
president, when the club was 
organized a dozen years ago. Other 
charter members included Donald 
L. Dekcer, Richard E. Gharst, 
Herman W. Hoare, Hubert J. 
Kintz, Ralph Martin, Dennis 
Michael, Byron Walker and 
William H. Huxel. f 

Those interested in joining this 
service organization tray contact 
Zink, a vice-president at 
Merchants National Bank or past 


-- 
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doing a ‘fair’ job: 


Delaney’s people 


Delaney has been 
writing feature 
Stories since 1964. 
Articles have ap- 
peared in USA 
Today, Sports Il- 
lustrated, Open 
Road. 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


board president Dave Boeglin at 

232-5083 or secretary David 

Brentlinger at 234-6207. 

Treasurer of Sertoma is Byron | 

Walker, while Hubert Kentz is \ 

sergeant of arms. Be 
* 
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Receives Sertoma gavel 


Outgoing Sertoma Club President Dave Boeglin 
(left) presents new president Roger Zink (right) 
with the group’s gavel. Observing is Robert 
Hamill, Greenwood Sertoma Lt. Gov. of the 


Tribune-Star/Bonnie Jeffan 


Southwest Indiana District. Club members are 


PE 


in the midst of their major annual drive ; 
selling lemon, shakes at the Vigo County Fair. 


l t a 5 
THE SERTOMA CLUB of Terre Haute has given $1,000 to the Children’s Learning 
Center for the purchase of an impedance audiometer, which will be used to detect 
hearing defects in infants and children. Club officers Ton Jacobs, chairman of the 
board; Don Decker, president; and Walter Curtis, right, vice-president, presented a 
check to John Orr, third from left, Monday, for purchase of the equipment. The local 
club raised the money mainly from the lemonade booth at the Vigo County Fair. Orr is 
director of developmental disabilities and special services at the CLC. The Sertoma 
Clubs of America have established speech and hearing centers throughout the United 
States, and the purchase of the equipment for the local center is a continuation of the 


local club's support for this program. AJ House of Photography Photo 
s File 
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their County Fair booth, which featured their famous lemon shakes. From left are Hollis 
Smith, Gerald Dill, Walter Curtis, Greg Walker, all of Sertoma, and John Orr, director of the 


SERTOMA CLUB has presented a check to the Children’s Learning Center from proceeds of 
Children’s Learning Center. Ehoto by House of Photography | 
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Service To Mankind Award 


A. aa Terre Haute 
banker and civic leader has 
been named to receive the first 
annual Service’ to Mankind 
Award by the local Sertoma 
Club. ii 
— 

Thomas J. Finnerty, 2305 S. 
7th St., president and treasurer 
of the Terre Haute Savings 
Bank, has been designated for 
the honor “as an outstanding 
contributor of his time and 
services. to the business com- 
munity, charitable pursuits, the 
betterment and development of 
civie pride, and assistance to the 
needy, lonely and less fortunate 
of Vigo. County,” according to 
the Sertoma citation. _ 

The award is presented each 
year by local Sertoma.clubs to 
give recognition to an outstand- 
ing citizen, man or woman, for 
his humanitarian, heroic, civic 
or other type of service to his 
community, state or nation. 
‘Each local recipient is nomi- 
nated also, for the District Serv- 
ice to Mankind Award. 

+ mrad ol, sto 
i Finnerty will be presented the 
award at the Terre Haute Ser-}» 
‘toma Club's first anniversary 
meeting Jan. 24. Although the 
local unit was chartered just a 
year ago, Sertoma International 
will observe the 60th anniver- 
sary” of its founding April 11. 
In citing his numerous. civic 
achievements in nominating Fin- 
nerty for the District. award, 
Sertoma officials here noted, 


Finnerty Named 1 To Receive 


Thomas J, Finnerty ; 
A ! seen od 4 ToT eS me 
of Administration for the In-; Last Spring, Finnerty was 
diana Banker's Association. į selected by members of the 
“Asi al member of the, Mayor’s| Dennis’ M i chael, Sertoma Terre Haute Police Department 
Committee for the Preservation|president, said, . “Mr. Finnerty’s| to serve on the city’s first Police 
Tere Promotion of Downtownjlalents go b and service to the |M Merit Commission. Michael 
“Terre Haute andyas a member|business and- professional com-||Said, “As an example of Fin- 
ES Committee for Area Pro-|munity, however. He is keenly |nerty's sacrifices for the better- 


Finnerty has) been: instru: Jawar "prahlen that face] | ent of his community, it may 
tal in devising .ways and|the y ess fortunate ibe pointed out that he gave up 
s of making the downtown| citizens of. a Wine. < and)! his entire two-week vacation. to, 
Isiness area more attractive i ad „he has been a man devote full fime to the merit 
hoppers and clients.” thd of eee to alleviate examinations of the present 
nerty is active also on the|t members of the police force and 
“Haute Area Chamber. of Mitha noted Finnerty is_a t? the problems of the Merit 
merce, which he has served) 1e1 |Commission in commencing its 


= ensive Heal if Foy [activities for the first time. 

cil and Vigo County | Finnerty serves also aS a 
ning Council: served member of the Selective Service 
md chairman for the |B0ard, Wabash Valley Associ- 
+ Tuberculosis and (tion and Taxpayers Associa- 


Res irat niteas tion of Vigo County. 
R G aA a sieg Al “Despite Finnerty’s time 


a MOABE- giS iconsuming devotion and action 
nel ofthe! e |in service to mankind, to needy 


Tsu ch a Hey individuals and to LB country, 


en's Association,| Finnerty is president- elect of, Eee $ pay 
Region | VI of a the T aute Exchange Club “he sand ity r, Mich express 
a ee ssociati a m 3 ates his love for God and 1 
t; W: Ste a | | egularly attending his 
tE Margaret Mar; atholie 

Church. and participating" ac ac- 
tively in church affairs. 
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New Civic Clu 
Being Forme 


“By PAT BARNES 
“Tribune Staff Writer 


A local businessman is in the 

process of forming a new Civic! 
club in. Terre Haute. 
A E Conway said Sat- 
daa is trymg to start a 
chaptersof the SERTOMA Club 
in Tere Haute. Sertoma stands 
for service to mankind. 


Under hte sponsorship of an| 
Indbanapolis chapter of Ser- 
tama" Harrold “is ‘recruiting 25 

bers to form the new civic 
club. 

Harrold said that to date he, 
has about half the required 
membership and feels he will 


| 
j 


b is formed and 


bers the group will*host a noon 
luncheon Wednesday, Sept. 22,  — 
at the Dragon "Inn Restaurant. Pelong to Sertoma because the 


A guest speaker from the North}mMembers are drawn together 
Indianapolis’ Sertoma “Club will! by a common denominator — the 
address the group. oJ 


other cities Harrold said that 
Indianapolis currently has 10 
\chartered Sertoma Clubs. 


owes. 


SERTO A 


[throughout the country in pro- 
tecting free enterprise and the 
principles fundamental to the 
existence of free men. The clubs 
also sponsor the Service to Man- 
kind Award which recognizes 
ithe deeds of men and women 
who have devoted themselves to 
helping others. 

The club especially, Harrold 
id, concentrates on the ‘spon- 
of those handicapped by 
speech and hearing defects. 
Harrold said that it “pays” to 


In an effort b 


l 
j eompelling desire to serve. 


Harrold said the formation of| Members of the olub’ receive 


the local club will be a part of THE SERTOMA magazine fea. 


| Sertoma 
was, founded April 11, 1912. 


which turing articles illustrating the 
imagination of enterprising men 
in service to mankind. Club 
members and their families 
may attend regional and inter- 
national conventions. 

Harrold said that Sertoma e hans aS 


International 


Pointing to an example of 


Clubs sponsor a multitude of the club or the desire to join 


community services giving op- rena t He 
reach the goal of 25 members/portunities to repay the obliga- it oo oy commas Harrold. 
tion every responsible citizen 


They also sponsor the 


Aarrold said, its|Freedom Program which has 
is to provide'been repeatedly recognized for 
ithe impact Sertoma has made 


M MAR 36 1979 


Terre Haute Boys Club, was honored recently by 
the local chapter of Sertoma whose members 
presented him with the Servie®to Mankind Award 


Vigo Leunty Publie Librar 


S MA HONORS BOYS CLUB DIRECTOR an Waive annually by the service club to an outstand- 
Max Jones, second from right, director of the 


ing citizen. Presenting the award are Mike Liehr, 
secretary; Greg Adams, president, and John 
Kenlay. 
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NEW OFFICERS — The Sertoma Club conducted an installation of new officers Wednesday at 
the Imperial House. Dr. Melvin A. Ritter, right, international director north central region, 
talks with new officers, from left, Don Decker, president; Hubert Kintz, sergeant-at-arms; 
Dave Balinger, treasurer; Walter Curtis, vice president; and Herman Hoare, director. 
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sertom# mean 


e e f t 

Sertoma means “service to 
mankind.” 

So projects of the Sertoma Club 
in Terre Haute are geared toward 
helping others, especially men, 
women and children with speech 
and/or hearing problems. 

Headed by Richard Chowning, 
president, the group works to 
provide equipment for the speech 
and hearing clinic at Indiana State 
University. A few months ago, club 
members purchased a computer for 
the clinic. 

In addition, working through 
Stagg Hearing Center, Sertoma 
helps those with low-incomes 
purchase hearing aids. The club 
also buys hearing aid batteries for 
students. 

F bam by the Sertoma 
Foundation of Kansas City, Mo., 
states, “The foundation is 
Sertoma’s benevolent arm, and is 
solely, responsible for implement- 
ing the speech and hearing project 
at all levels. It is funded by 
memberships contributed by clubs 
‘and individual Sertomans as well 
ias by donors, foundations and 
corporations.” 

The publication notes that com- 
municative disorders are the na- 
tions number one handicapping 
disability. Information compiled by 
the foundation reveals, “Studies 
indicate that more people suffer 
from speech-lan ngusep enang im- 
pairments than from heart disease, 


paralysis, epilepsy, blindness, | 


tuberculosis, cerebral palsy, 
muscular dystrophy and multip e 
sclerosis combined.” 

The good news is that “most 
people with communicative dis- 
orders can be helped medically, 
surgically, through ħearing aids or 
through speech- -language-hearing 
rehabilitation.” 

Bill Bitzegaio was first presi- 
dent of Sertoma in Terre Haute. 
Other charter members include 
Donald L. Decker, Richard E. 
Gharst, Herman W. Hoare, 
Hubert J. Kintz, Ralph Martin, | 
Dennis Michael, Byron Walker: 
and William H. Huxel. 
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Mitchell's people 


Mitchell came to 
The Tribune 
three years ago 
and was named 
Living Editor 
when The 
Tribune and The 
Star were com- 
bined into a 
morning 
newspaper. 


By Penny Blaker Mitchell 
Living editor 


The 23 members of Sertoma 
meet from noon to 1 p.m. the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month in Stanifer’s Golden 
Steer Restaurant. 

Officers working with Chownin 
are Decker, Paul Petty and Ear 
Higbie, vice presidents; Dave 
Brentlinger, secretary, Byron 
Walker, treasurer; and Kintz, 
sergeant at arms. 

Directors are Huxel, Dave 
ir ork Jerry Marsh, Fred 
Walker, Michael, David Hines 
and Roger Zink. 
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Rose fraternity. ill help” T) 
with Designers Show, ouse 


Members of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity at Rose-Hulman ~ 
Institute of Technology will assist with packing, moving and 
assorted jobs during the renovation, moving in and unpacking as 
the Sepa ion Hospital prepares for the 1985 
Designers Show House. i 


The home of Mr. and Mrs. John P. Woelfle, 140 Hamilton Drive, 
Deming Woods, will be open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays and 
from noon to 6 p.m. weekends April 20 through May 4. 

The Phi Gamma Delta house, 1121 S. Sixth St., was the first 
Designers Show House in 1974. During the renovation fraternity | 
members assisted with such tasks and errands as installing locks 
and moving furniture. 

The house was open from Feb. 24 through March 3. The $9,000 
garnered that year was used to purchase equipment for the 
obstetrics-gynecology department at Union Hospital. At the end 
of the tour, the chapter offered to assist the Service League with ` 
future work. ‘ 

Phi Gamma Delta records 72 members, with 26 living in the 
house. Rho Phi of Phi Gamma Delta participates in other school ` 
and community projects and charities. rg 

Nancy Douglas, chairman of the moving committee, said two 
local businesses, Eldred Van and Storage Co. Inc. and Tri- 
Industries Inc. also will assist with the moving, along with 
members of the steering committee and other League members. 

Betty Clary and Jane Kosofsky are co-chairmen of the project. 
Ergeeeds will be used to purchase a mobile X-ray unit for the 

ospital. > 
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Silent Mens Club 


S500 ta T70 Lav) 
eer distributor 
recycling cans 


to nep pes d 
Needy families of Terre Haute 
will receive Christmas baskets this 
year with the help of the Silent 
en’s Club and Dever Distributing 
Recycling Center. 

The center is. sponsoring an 
aluminum can recycling campaign 
through Dec. 20. For every pound 
of aluminum taken to its recycling 
center at 1024 Crawford St., Dever 
will give 2 cents to the Silent Men's 
Christmas Fund. 

The donation will be used to buy 
ifts of food and clothing for needy 
‘amilies. 

“We want to help spread the 
Christmas spirit to the disadvan- 
tagedpeople in the Terre Haute 
area, said Kevin Gillen, sales 
manager for Dever. 

“Our recycling center is an ideal 
way to help the city’s poor while 
keeping our city free of aluminum 
can litter.” 

The Christmas fund is the major 
agnus) project of the Silent Men’s 

ub. 
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Belligerent non-smokers offend 


founder o The S 
A LUSE 


If you ask Bob Carli to put oft 
his cigarette because his smoke 
is bothering you, be nice. 

The 45-year-old Terre Haute 
man doesn’t care too much for 
belligerent non-smokers and he’s 
waging a one-man war against 
what he calls illegal persuasion 
methods used by American 
health organizations. 

Robert M. Carli is president 
and founder of The Smokers’ 
Club, 506 Ohio St. He has at- 
tracted members from 27 states 
and one from Canada, he said. 

He won’t say how many 
smokers actually have paid the 
$5 for a membership card and he 
won't talk about finances. 

Carli believes the majority of 
non-smokers is unbothered by 
cigarettes. Many who are, he 
said, are suffering from a psy- 


Offended non 


Many people react to other 
things, he said, but they do not 
expect the rest of the world to 
stop wearing perfume or drive 
their cars, because they are both- 
ered. 

“Anytime you walk out your 
front door,’’ he said, ‘‘you are 
subjected to things that bother 
you. Are we going to take the 
cars and buses off the streets?” 

U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services statistics show 
that 60 percent of the 56 million 
adult Americans who smoke 
would rather not and have tried 
to quit. Carli is not among that 
group. 

“I enjoy smoking,” he said. 
“Its relaxing to me. It gives me 
something to do with my hands.” 

Carli calls statistics showing 


okers; Club,. 


the “Piltonstip cet smok- 
ing and lung cancer, heart dis- 
ease and other health problems 
scare tactics. 

“There's risks to everything” 
in life, he said. 

He does not believe smoking 
has affected his health adversely 
and recently had a very good 
checkup, he said. 

The warning label required on 
cigarette packages is discrimin- 
tory, he said, because such warn- 
ings are not required on many 
other harmful products. ER, 

“We don't have to be reminded 
of the risks involved in smoking 
cigarettes,” he said. “We know 
and understand the risks. Let us 
decide for ourselves.” 

Carli began his club by placing 
classified advertisements in 17 
big-city newspapers. 
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new way to get their Revenge‘ 


By Liz Ciancone 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
ae es 
When Sir Walter Raleigh first 


mI 


took tobacco to England, a ser- 
vant — unfamiliar with the weed 
— thought Raleigh was on fire 
and threw a pail of water over 
him to put him out. 

The story may be apocryphal, 
but the thought has tempted 
many a non-smoker faced with 
burning lungs and eyes ifa pub- 
lic place filled with smokers. 


| Now Milwaukee. firefighter Tom 


Templin suggests the non- 
smoker get “Revenge.” 

Templin has developed Re- 
venge — a non-toxic, non-flam- 
mable, pocket-size aerosol — 
the smoker can be given a dose of 
his own medicine. 


The idea is for the non-smoker 
to place his container of Revenge 
on the,restaurant table as a 
symbol of intent. Advertising 
shows an apprehensive gen- 
tleman about to light up and 
apparently having second 
thoughts as the can of Revenge 
looms. 

Templin is a non-smoker 
himself, although he admits to 
having smoked from the time he 
was about 15 until he was af- 
flicted with tonsilitis six or seven 
years later. 


As a firefighter, Templin says 
he would rather smell a burning 
mattress than second-hand 
cigarette fumes. 

“People say if they quit smok- 
ing, they will gain weight and 
that’s a health hazard too. The 


reason they gain is that they can 
taste food for a change and find 
it tastes good. Studies show an 
individual can gain 40 pounds 
before the weight gain would 
impair health at the same rate as 
smoking.” 


He developed Revenge as the 

result of two incidents which 
inconsiderate smokers literally 
ruined his day. It was after the 
second incident that he sought 
out a Milwaukee manufacturer 
of aerosol products — also a non- 
smoker — and together they de- 
veloped the product and the 
packaging. 
Templin favored something real- 
ly obnoxious like sulfur or skunk, 
but he decided that was overkill. 
Those smells might linger or 
leave residue. 


Pave Atiun 
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Don’t get mad, get Revenge! 

Irritated by cigar or cigarette smoke? Don’t get 
mad, get Revenge — a new product developed 
by Milwaukee firefighter Tom Templin. “It’s a 
harmless combination of battery acid and nerve 
gas,” Templin jokes. “No more harmful than 


Zeid Ahh Dreft ky a 
second-hand smoke.’ The non-smoker’s Re- 
venge will soon be available nationwide in, 
novelty and gift shops, much to the chagrin of 
avid protectors of smokers’ rights such as Terre 
Haute’s Robert Carli, seen here lighting up. 
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- Enough’s enough! Smoker fights 


By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
Star Special Correspondent. 
Terre Haute — A Terre Haute 
businessman says it’s time for smok- 
ers to fight back. 


So Robert M. Carli has formed 
“The Smokers Club.” 


The national, non-profit club is 
“dedicated to upholding and promot- 
ing smokers’ rights,” Carli said. “The 
time has come for smokers to band 
together and stop taking the abuse 
non-smokers heap upon them.” 


The 45-year-old Carli, who admit- 
ted he has “cut a four-pack-a-day 
habit to three packs,” said he “got 


aa I bs CT. A 
the idea for this club up 
in January. ~ 


EADING THE papers, you al- 


_ ways see something about smokers. 


They are picked on and I wondered, 
‘Why doesn't someone do something 
for them? Why not me?’” 

In the club’s first quarterly news- 
letter, Carli asked prospective mem- 
bers, “Haven't you about had it up to 
your ASH with these ‘holier than 
thou’ attitudes of the non-smokers 
who think they are someone special 
because they don’t smoke?” 

He placed advertisements in the 
classified sections of 17 newspapers 
across the nation in January and 


the blue, ` 


February. The ad read: “SMOKERS, 
let’s fight back. Write for informa- 
tion. The Smokers Club, 506 Ohio 
Strect, Terre Haute, IN 47807.” 


` RESPONSES POURED in, Carli 
said. The club now has members in 
80 cities in 26 states and Canada, he 
says. He is readying a much larger 
advertising campaign. 

Wrote a California woman: “As a 
smoker for over 15 years, I can only 
express my feelings on seeing your 
ad as: Thank God it’s about time our 
side got some notice!” 


Another happy reader in New 
York wrote: “I’m getting tired of 


being told that I'm poisoning my 
family’s lungs, people in restaurants 
at other tables requesting me not to 
smoke at mine, and the most recent, 
a taxi driver screaming to get out of 
a cab when I lit up. Send me some 
ammunition please.” 


CARLI, OWNER of Level One, a 
mail order firm that sells electronic 
products, is surrounded at home by 
smokers. His wife and three of his 
four children, ages 18 to 24, smoke. 


` He admitted to smoking “all my life. 


My folks had»a.gr 
used to snitch cig: 

He said he is not a of cancer 
or heart disease. ig er ts, both of 


whom smoked, lived to be 85! “They 
never had a sick day and they both 
died of old age.” 

He said he has had a cigarette 
cough and sinus condition for years, 
but “neither bothers me.” 


“We all have to die of something, 
so I might as well die of something 
that I enjoy. We have to give up so 
many things ’in life. Cigarettes are a 
legal preduct and if a person wants 
to smoke them he has a right to.” 


gery store and I 


CARLI SAID most smokers are 
courteous people and non-smokers 
should have no say in whether peo- 


See SMOKER Page 12 


ublic Lioreary. 
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Lum OUT OF OTHER 
PEOPLE'S BUSINESS: 


- Smokers Club membership card 
Founder's view of “do-gooders” 


* Continued From Page 1 
ple smoke in public. 


“When you leave home, you give 
up your right to say exactly how 
things will be and there are things 
that annoy you,” he said. “If you get 
behind a slow bus and are trapped 
there, it is an annoyance, but you 
have to live with it. i 


“It has gotten out of balance for 
smokers. They are picked on and 


ganged up on by non-smokers.” 
Ciub membership, $5 a year for 
one’ or $7.50 for a couple, entitles 
members to receive the quarterly 
newsletter, a personalized identifica- 
tion card and a card to pass out to a 
complaining non-smoker. 


“BEING A smoker today reminds 
me of a way some people were 
treated in some parts of the country 
a few years ago,” Carli reflected. 

“For instance, guess who has to 


sit in the back of the bus, or the 
back of the plane, or is designated a 
special area in restaurants, theaters 
and other establishments. Next we'll 
have to step off the sidewalk to let 
the non-smoker pass.” 


He is pleased that a major ciga- 
rette manufacturing firm has ex- 
pressed interest in the club and that 


the company has forwarded a copy 


of his first newsletter to the Tobacco 
Institute with a request that the 
institute explore ways to help him. — 


HE DECLINED to estimate how 
much money he has spent promoting 
the club, but said he will pay himself 
a salary to run it. “And I may be 
able to put a lot of others in Terre 
Haute to work too..as_ the club 
grows.” a z vie 


Ignoring the labels on cigarette 
packages that warn the product may 
be hazardous to health, Carli puffed 
on another in a series of cigarettes 
and observed: 


“We are independent thinkers 
with a mind of our own who won't 
be cowed by these do-gooders who 
assume lofty positions, and who criti- 
cize folks who smoke.” 
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Visually.handicappe 
may find new resources 


For Mike Zobott, a new support group 
being organized for the visually han- 
rapped and blind could be a lifesaver. 

Zobott, who said he has been going blind 
for the past eight months, attended a 
sight-loss seminar Wednesday in the Vigo 
County Public Library. 

John Stroot and Ernestine Lambert 
et Sp tia seminar and are organig 
ing Sight Loss Support Group to serve the 
visually handia ni EnA Id, 

The group’s first meeting will be at 7 
p.m. Sept. 4 in the library. 

Approximately 35 persons attended the 
seminar, in which various agen- 
ciesdiscussed the services they can provide 
to the visually impaired. 

“This group has been needed for years, 
said Zobott, 24, of North Brown Avenue. 

Since he lost his job in February, Zobott 
said he’s practically been “beating his head 
against a wall” trying to find information 
and resources to help him. 

“I know I’m not the only person to 
become visually impaired,” he said. “My 
feeling is — where is everybody else?” 

He believes the support group will 


” 


provide a forum for the blind toget the 
information they need to live as normal a 
life as possible. 

Lambert and Stroot were pleased with 
the turnout at the seminar. “We were 
surprised by the crowd,” Lambert said. 

Mrs. Herbert Bevis of 917 N. Ninth St. 
said she was seeking help for her 6-year- 
old daughter, who accidently stuck a 


paring knife in her eye and is now blind. 


in that eye. 

“Im seeking help for all of us,” Bevis 
said. She is hoping to find support groups 
for both herself and her daughter. 

Jim and Crystal Gilbert of Clinton are 
hoping the support group will be able to 
provide volunteer services for those need- 
ing it. 

Wesley Lambert said the organization 
will bring together varioussupport agen- 
cies and also will focus on areas of special 
interest to the blind and visually impaired. 

Topics of future meetings may include 


_ low-vision aids, rap sessions on coping 
ega 


with the impairment, fire protection, 
services, talks with doctors about diseases 
which cause blindness. 
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Silent, 


“Wishing you and yours a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.” 

— The Silent Men. 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Lone Ranger left a 
trademark silver bullet as tribute 
to his good deeds. The Silent Men 
deposit a printed card with their 
message in each Christmas 
basket they leave with a needy 
Terre Haute family. 


Christmas 1985 is going to be a 


whole lot nicer for 135 needy 
Terre Haute families, thanks to 
the 20 anonymous Silent Men 
who will deliver food and goodies 
for the 25th year today. 

“This is our only project of the 
year,” said one of the Silent Men 
recently, showing the neatly ar- 


len helpt to 
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Sythe 


his way < 


; ng 


ranged boxes that will go to the 


needy. He said each family will 
get t ree boxes — one filled with 
cereal and canned vegetables, 
another filled with ham, cheese 
and butter, and a third filled with 
a and onions. 

A local businessman and his 


WHO the | hives of other 


son started the organization in 
1960 to spread joy at Christmas, 
one of the Silent Men said. 
“They’re just good people out to 
help other people,” said Mrs. 
Murray McCullough of 2012 
Grand St., who received a food 
basket from the Silent Men last 


Christmas. “We really appreciate 
this. . . It lasted us about a week.” 

The Silent Men are employed in 
a variety of trades and 
professions. 

“Weve got firemen, judges, 
teachers, factory workers, prin- 
cipals, policemen ... everybody,” 
said one of the group’s board 
n embers. 

We always meet about four 
weeks before Christmas,” said 
another of the Silent Men who’s 
been part of the organization 
about 15 years. 

Meetings are in a northside bar 
to arrange the year’s program. 

“We're just a bunch of guys who 
ware to help their community,” he 


~The Silent Men put up some of 
the money, and numerous local 
businesses donate to the cause. 
One member said those busi- 
nesses include Pillsbury, Great 


> brighten holiday once agait 


Scot and Chesty Foods. They also 
hold unadvertised fish fries, bean 
dinners and other fund-raisers 
during the year. 

“People we help are often 
families with the man out of work 
and with a couple of kids,” 
another member explained. 

Christmas boxes will be de- 
livered from 7 to 10 a.m. 

“The guys and their friends 
with pickup trucks donate their 
time to make the deliveries,” he 
said. 

The Silent Men learn of the 
community’s needy families by 
word of mouth. 

“I suppose we've helped about 
12,000 people in our 25 years,” 
said a member. He estimated food 
reaching each family is worth 
approximately $75. That’s more 
than $10,000 worth of goodwill 
each Christmas. 


